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SPISIBViKSIBo 



The " Virginia Historical awp Philosophical Socis- 
TY," was organized on the 29th December, 1831, by a few gentle- 
men, who assembled in the hall of the house of delegates — ^adopted 
a constitution— elected officers and appointed an orator to deliver the 
first anniversary address: A committee was also designated to pre- 
pare an address to the public, to explain the views of the society, and 
to invite the aid of men of intelligence and public spirit throughout 
the state. This address accordingly appeared in October, 1832, and 
concluded by recommending public attention to the following par- 
ticulars or items of information, desired by the society, in order to 
promote its leading objects; — ^which several items or contributions, 
it was requested should be communicated to the librarian, for the use 
of the society — viz : 

L All books, pamphlets, records, and manuscripts, relative to th* 
first settlement or subsequent history of this state ; magazines, news- 
papers and other periodical publications, especially such as appeared 
before, cw during the revolution; orations, sermons, discourses, es- 
says and speeches, written or delivered in this state, and csilculated 
to have a direct bearing on any important transaction or event. 

2. Laws, journals or proceedings of the house of burgesses, — the 
general assembly, or any state convention ; also, copies of treaties 
and negotiations between this state, and any other state or Indkn 
tribe* 

3. Nal^tives of the rise, progress and present condition of thd 
different religious denominations, and of their various benevolent and 
charitable societies. 

4. The transactions. df political or literary societies; and state- 
ments of the origin, and influence of agricultural, mannfacturihg 6^ 
Cdmmercial associations. 

5. Stliteinents of the origin, progress and prescsM condition df the 
miv^Hity, — ^the <5<dleges, aoidemies and slchools ; and also of th^ Ht^- 
mrf finid 6^ HaA st&te, ^d iHa ptQciit$l efifect of th6 primslry dchbtd 
tftsfOxA ; histbrScal iketdB^^ add fbpbgtaphica] d§8criim6M^ of <^t^, 
e^tfltiei aAd tdi^rns. 
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6. Narratives of the Indian tribes, their wars, battles and exploits ; 
the nature of the original grants to the tot settlers of this province; 
and also of their distinctive traits of character and peculiar customs. 

7. Biographical memoirs of the first settlers, the revolutionary 
patriots, or persons eminent in the councils of the country or in any 
of the learned professions, or distinguished for their beneficent acts 
and individual sacrifices for the public good. 

8. Commimications and specimens relating to zoology or botany, 
or any other branch of natural history. 

9. Facts and essays, connected with the geology of the state; — 
also, descriptions and drawings of mines, mineral springs, ancient 
fortifications, caverns, mountains^ rivers, lakes, or any other natural 
curiosities. 

10. Chymical fects and specimens; essays relating to any im- 
provemeiits in the various arts and sciences — ^particularly in agricul- 
ture; a statement of the efiects of the different kinds of manure (viz. 
the vegetable, animal and mineral,) on the same or different soils. 

11. Communications on the mineralogy of the state; every de- 
scription of mineral specimens; viz. the different species of rocks, 
metallic substances, — earths, — salts,— -coal formations, and petri&c- 
tions. 

12. Essays on natural, mental or moral philosophy, — the philoso- 
phy of language, — ^the science of instruction ; also on the state of 
morals, — ^the climate, — ^manufactures, — and commerce of any part 
of the state. 

In omsequence, it is believed, of the &tal epidemic, which pre- 
vidled in the country, together with the alarming aspect of political 
affairs, the regular anniversary meeting in January last was thinly 
attended, and circumstances having occasioned the absence of Presi- 
dent Cushing, who had been chosen to deliver the address, the sopiety 
adjourned until the first Monday in February. This latte^ meeting 
was fiilly attended. Upwards of thirty new members were admit- 
ted; various resolutions intended to advance and fiicilitatethe opera- 
tions of the society were adopted, and sevend valuable d(mations pre- 
sented, — a list of which will be found in this volume. Two manu- 
scripts only were among the donations — ^both of which have been 
deemed sufficiently valuable and interesting to deserve a place in 
this publication. The first, is an authentic narrative of Indian wars, 
and other occurrences on our western fi*ontier, by the late Col. 
J<^ Stuart, of Greenbrier, who was one of the actors in the prin- 
cipal scenes which he relates, — communicated by his son Charles A. 



Stuart, Esq. of Augusta. The second, is tlie hitherto unpublished re- 
cord of the trial of a female, in the year 1705, in Princess Anne coun- 
ty, for the crime of witchcraft, — an event in our state annals, whidi 
few have ever supposed to exist; and which fiimishes a curious illus- 
tration of the sentiments and customs of our ancestors. This record, 
was presented by the late Archibald Taylor, Esq. of Gloucester, — 
and is regularly certified by the clerk of the court. 

Notwithstanding the value of these manuscripts, the standing 
committee to whose discretion the subject was confided, would have 
hesitated with such scanty materials, to usher forth a volume of col- 
lections — if the resolution of the society to publish the constitution 
and President Cushing's address had not presented an opportunity 
too favorable to be neglected. When it is considered too, that the 
greatest undertakings and th#most successfiil enterprises have had 
their origin in humble beginning8,.the friends of the sdbiety ought 
to derive the strongest inducement to persevere, rather than to suffer 
discouragement from this first effort, — even if it should fail to satisfy 
public expectation. Abounding as Virginia does, in resources and 
materials for historical and philosophical research — ^and containing 
within her limits so many men of intelligence, education, and com- 
parative leisure, — it is only necessary that the public attention should 
be thoroughly awakened, in order to produce a general conviction of 
the usefidness of our society — and one united exertion to advance its 
objects. 
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Of t^e J^rginia Historical and Philosophical Society, aa otnended at 
the adjourned armiversary meeting on the 4th Iwruary, 1838. 



ARTICLE I. 

- This Society, shaU be denominated "JTie Vtrginia Historical and 
Philosophical Society J* 

ARTICLE n. 

The objects of this Society shall be to discover, procure, and pre- 
serve whatever may relate to the natural, civil, and literary history 
of this State ; and to patronize and advance all those sciences which 
have a direct tend^icy to promote the best interests of our citizens. 

ARTICLE III. 

The Society shall ccmsist of regular and honorary members. 

ARTICLE IV. 

* The Officers of the Society to be elected annually, shall be a Pre- 
sident, a First Vice President, a Second Vice President, a Record- 
ing Secretary, a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer, a Librarian, 
And a Standing Committee of nine members, including the Record- 
ing Secretaiy , — any five of whom shall constitute a quorum for the 
tr^saction of business. 

ARTICLE V. 

. Ten regular members shall constitute a quorum for the transac- 
tion of business at the anniversary meetings. 

ARTICLE VI. 

It shall be the duty of the President, or in his absence, of either 
of the Vice Presidents, to preside at all meetings of the Society ; to re- 
gulate the debates, and to preserve order ; and in case im ecpoal num- 
ber of votes shall be given in the affirmative and negative on any 
question, the presiding office^shall have a casting vote. 

ARTICLE Vn. 

The Recording Secretary shall have the Custody of the constitu- 
tion, by-laws, records, and papers of the Society. He shdl, by the 
' direction of the President or Vice Presidents, give notice of the time 
and place of all meeting of the Society ; and as soon as the Society 
is called to order at eacn of the regular meetings, he e^all read the 
minutes of the preceding meeting, and shall keep an accurate record 
of all the orders and proceedings of the Society. He shall be ex- 
officio a member of the Standmg Committee of the Society — shall 
attend the meetings thereof, and shaU preserve a &ithful record of 
tiieir proceedings' to be laid before the anniversary meetings. 

ARTICLE Vni. 

The Corresponding Secretary shall receive and.preserve all letters 
and oommunicationa of the Society ^ he shall attend all meetings^ 
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and read such letters and communications as he may have received ; 
he shall prepare all letters to be written in the name of the Society, 
which communications must receive the approbation of the Presi- 
dent. He shall keep true copies of all letters written in the name 
of the Society, and preserve the originals of all letters and commu- 
nications received. 

ARTICLE IX. 

The Treasurer shall receive and keep all sums of money due 
and payable, and all donations and bequests of money or other pro- 
perty made to the Society, which he shall dispose of as the Society 
may direct. He shall keep a true and faithful account of all monies 
received and paid by him, and render a particular statement of the 
same to the Society at its anniversary meetings. 

ARTICLE X. 

The Librarian shall receive and preserve, as the Society may di- 
rect, all the books, pamphlets, and manuscripts presented to, or pur- 
chased by the Society. He shall also be the keeper of the cabmet. 
Acting in this capacity, he shall receive, label, and arrange all the 
geological, mineralogical and chemical specimens ; all natural curi- 
osities, and all articles which are connoted with die arts and scien- 
ces, that may be presented to the Society. 

ARTICLE XI. 

It shall be the duty of the Standing Committee to digest and pre- 
pare business for the Society — to recommend plans for promoting its 
objects, and to make a report to the annual meetings oi the Society, 
of the principal acquisitions and transactions of the preceding year. 
The Standing Committee shall have power to fill vacancies occurring 
in their own body; by resignation or otherwise — ^the s^ections to be 
made from among the members of the Society. 

ARTICLE XII. 

The Governor, the Members of the Council, the Judges of Uie 
Court of Appeals and of the General Court, and the members of 
both branches of the Legislature shall have the privilege of attend- 
ing the meetings of the Society, and of examining its library and ca- 
binet. 

ARTICLE Xm. 

The anniversary meeting of this Society shall be held on the first 
Monday of January in "each year, at which time the officers of the 
ensuing year shall be elected, and an address delivered by one of the 
regular members of the Society, who shall have been elected for that 
purpose at the preceding anniversary. The admission of members, 
the election oT officers, and of the member to deliver the anniversary 
oration, shall be by the vote of the regular members of the Society. 
An adternate, shall be selected at each annual meeting to deliver an 
address in case of the absence of the member regularly appointed for 
that purpose. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

The Constitution may be amended from time to time, as the So- 
ciety at its annual meetings may deem proper ; but all amendments 
must receive the concurrence of two thirds of the regular members 
present. 
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. Mr, Presidewt and gentlemen of the society; — 

I* rise to perform a duty which you have been pleased to aB« 
«ign me for diis occasion. No ope can be more sensible than I am^ 
<^theJion<»r conTerred nj^ m, by this aj^KMntm^it ;-*-but Jbad it 
been left to. note to consult my own feelings, and at the same time Tne • 
interests of pur infsoit society >. the privilege of addressing you at ihi$ 
time, would have devolved on soine other memb^, who could liave 
«et forth the claims of our association on public patronage, in a more 
able and interesting manner. Perhaps, too, it is due to my^lf to 
obsetve, that cii^mm^tances, whidi it- ir unnec^sary to*jaaentkai, 
lmve*obliged me to ai^)ear before you without due preparation. But 
if any of the remarks, which I may of^r, shall have a tendem^ to 
attract attention to the importance of the object for die promo^on of 
which we have this night assembled, I i^iall have accon^ished the 
end I have in view. • 

Mr. President, I congT|itulate all lovers of Virginia and her insti- 
tutions, and all enlightened and liberal friends of practical improve- 
inent, and of the cultivaticm and difiPUsion of sound knowledge, on 
the formation of this society, whose benefits, it is hoped, will be/elt, 
either directly or indirectly, ligr all classes of qjir citizen^. If it be 
considered merely ad affi^cding a amimon* focus, into which the rays 
of genius, wisdom and patriotism ^nay be occasionally collected ; a 
central point around which enlightened agriculturalists a^d gentle- 
men of the learned professions, the zealous patrons of literature and 
ficien<^ the enterprising advocates of public improvements and the ' 
arts, our statesmen, patriots and philanthropistPof enlarged views, 
'may rally once or twice a year, from all parts of this commonwealth, 
.for the cultivation of social and friendly feelings, and the free inter- 
change of opinions on subjects oi comnkm interest;— -I say, if only 
theise objects should be accomplished, this association would be pro-* 
diictive of much good. * 

In consequence of the peculiar character of the class c^ laborers 
among us, and the kind of our staple commodities, a large^p)rtion of 
our talented and influential citizensj, are necessarily located at a dis-* 
tance from each other, under cfrcumstances whidi JPteclud^equent 



^ 10 • 

* « • 

^intercourse, and whiob are very unfavorable for cherishing a spirit 

of n^utucd improvement. ^Were our citizens, instead of being sparsely 

scattered over an extehsive surface, situated in villages, towns, and 

cities, and did they enjoy thAncalculable adv^tages, arising from 

ease ol' access to each other, facility in interchanging their views and 

feelings, and mion of efibrts in effecting objects fer the general 

good i-^tJien we should see a powerml stimulus, constantly operating 

on a large portion of •each community, urging them (Hxward from 

<me degree of improvement, to another ; — then in all probability, 

would be established associations m th^ promotftui of lU^tufe, 

* science and the arts, lyceums, public libraries, botanifid gardens and 
«uch other institutions; as wouM be calculated to rouse furiosity, aid 
scientific research, an J awaken a spirit of enterprise and g^ieral im^ 

Cvement throughout the state. The experience of all past ages, 
most amply proved that such circumstances are highly fevora- 
blp for calling forth the "intellectual and moral energy of a' people, 
and securing vigOT of enterprise, concentration of effort, and Imity 
and efficiency of action. Although, sir, Qur physical omdition de- 
nies to u^ numerous privileges which are eigoyed by^e inhabitants 
in many parts of Europe, and in some secticms of our own country, 
(and which <]oubtless constitute the great secret of their alleged su- 
periority) still much may be done to remedy our defects and supply 
our defici^icies,*provided our operations for effecting these impor- 
tant results^ shall be adapted to the nature of our condition, and 
pressed f(»:ward with an energy and perseverance, commensurate * 
with the ilhportancejof the great objects tg be accomplished. 

Permit me, sir, to observe, that the (^mstitution of this society, 
apj^ars to have been fi^amedj^with a view to obviate some of the 
difficulties under which we litbor. Its annual meetings are held 
here at the seat of government, at a time, wlien our executive, ju- 
dicial and legislative department^%re in session^ and when ^jurcum- • 
stances*are liable^b exist, which will draw together at this place 
many enlightened and, influential persons from the coimtry : — also 
all our meetings and discussions are public; all, who choose, may • 
attend them, and especial provision is made for any of t)K)se mem- 
^ bers of the three state departments, who may not join this society, 
•o it^t they, at all times, can have free acc^ to the library and cabi- 
net, which may belong to the society. Thus besides Jhe many advan- 
tages, Alt will naturally Accrue to this associfition, from being lo- 

• cated in the mbBt populous city in fhe state, at present the centre of 
commercial enterprise, and from receiving the countenance and aid 
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of the many talented gentlemen, who necessafily ntide at the seat 
of goyemment : — it will, in all probability^ receive very material 
assistance in ccurying on its operations, from the co-operation of oiAr 
legislators, who'coming annually from evejy section of the OHnmon- 
wealth, can become ijnportant contributors to its advancement, and 

. recipients and distributors q( its benefits.. B^ these means, if will be 
able to per£>rln the same office in our civil economy, that the hearty 
does in the animal: — ^it will send forth, through all the various 
ramifications of our state, ganial warmth and apprc^riate nourish-% 
jnent^ 

But, sir, irrespective of these collateral, but highly important ad- • 
vantages, if we take into consideration simply the benefits ^whi6h 

• will doubtless be derived, from the valuable communications which 
ma3»be laid before the society, and the discussions on subjects co^ 
nected with the highest interests o| the state, which will 4)robably 
take place during^ its annual meetings,^his association will be worthy 
of special attention. Our merpbers, following different pursuits, and 
coming frqp differ^l parts of the state, will be brought in contact 
under circumstances well calculated to awaken intense energy, '* to 

'elicit powers that would otherwise lie doynant, and stimulate the 
mind to its highest -exertion," — ^to arouse curiosity, and excite a 
laudable emulation in the investigation of truth ; and while commu- 
nicating ^d receiving the results of each osiers researches, we nil 
''ftpply to. each "other a constant stimulus, by which continued pro- 
gress T^ill be made, in all that adorns man as an intellectual bein^, 
and gives elevation to his mental character." '*' Science, like fire, . 
is put in motion by collision." Sir, the experience of every en- ' 
lightened period of th^ world, bears testimony to t^e truth that the 
communion of cultivated minds, gives a powerful impetus to the 
onward movement of intellect, and all human improvements. 

•The present high state of advan/^ement in literature, science and 
the arts, is more indebted to the influence exerted by literary and 
scientific s^ieties, than to any other, perhaps to all other causes. — 
Allow ine then, sir, to turn your attention for a moment to the his-^ 
tory of jUiese. nu^rseries of knowledge. The first association of sci- 
entific men, since the time when learning emerged .from Gothic^ 
night, appears to have been formed about the middle o^ the seven- 
teenth century. The celebrated Robert Boyle succeeded in form- 
ing a small club of the lovers of learning, as early as 1645> which 
in 1662 was incorporated by Charles 11. by the name of the Royal 
ty of London. This ihstitutk>n published its fifst v(dHme of 
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transactions in- 1665, ^d since t&at time it has giveA to the world 
one hundred and sevenl^n volumes. •This work is of immense yahie 
t5 Great Britain, and has at, all times been regarded as the standard 
of English science. Ab^ut the same period (1652^ the Academia 
Naturae Curiosorum, was formed in Germany ; the Academia del 
Cimento of Florence (f6670 the Institi^e of Bologna in Italy*; and . 
.the Royal Academy of Sciences at Paris (1666^.) Thfe last is now 
called the Institute of France. All these societies have enriched the 
^republic of letters by their published tmnsactions and ccdkctions. It 
is worthy of particular observation, that all these associations were 
• formed within the space of twenty years of each other, and pr(4>ably 
-Whre the direct and legitimate efifects of the influence of Lord Ba- 
con^s inductive system of philosophising. There s^pears to have • 
been a simullaneoos bursting forth of genius in most of the^ciwlized 
parts of Europe. All, who are acquainted with the history of learn- 
kig, need not be Informed o£»the powerfiil projectile force that the 
best and highest interests of man received from the combined influ- 
ence of these societi^. They were composed of^e mo|^ active and 
profound philosophers of the times, who had united for tiie purpose 
of comparing their viewjf witl^ each oth^, afld discussing and inves-' 
tigating the various^ subjects, which claimed the attenti(»i of the sci- 
entific world. From that period to the present, similar institutions 
Hike been form^ in all ^f the most prominentparts of EuVope. 

The first society, for the promotion of sci^ice, which .was estfi- 
mished in this country, was the American Philosophical Society, 
. formed at Philadelphia in 1769, and chartered in 1780. Its founder 
' and persevering supporter, was the prince of American philosophers, 
the American Franklin. As soon as the |)|eneficial efi&cts of this 
society werefiilly perceived, similar institutions were established in 
other parts of our coimtry. The American Acadexny of Arts and 
Sciences in Massachusetts in 1780 ; the* Historical Society at Bos- 
ton in 1791 (it has published twenty-two volumes of historical col- 
lections ;) the Connecticut Academy of Arts and Science in 1799 ; 
%e United States Military Philosophical Society at West l^oint m 
1802; the* New Yorl^ Historical Society in 1804 (four vAimei a{ 
.collections;) «uid withiiTthe last twenty-five yfiars, kindred institu* 
tions^have been formed in almost e^ry partjof our country. These 
institutions, sir, by the aid and direction which ttiey have given to 
modest worth and aspiring genius, by the mighty and persevering 
spirit for philosophical research, which they have elicited and nur- 
tured ;*by the immense mass of highly interesting and valuable j^t- 
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ter, which th^ have secured, and at intervals published finr the in- 
fonbation of the public at large; — ^havedone much, very much, ibr* 
the n^id progresSitMi of all those useful arts and sci^ices^ which, in 
a great degree, omstitute what may be termed the bone cmd muscle 
Gi the proq^rity and glory of our country. Althou^ wq have been 
too &r remored from the scene of these operations,* to en^ the many 
advantages arising from a participation in their active ^pursuits, yet, 
through the medium of the many inventions, discoveries>and essays, 
which ha^e rei^lted from their efficient lalx^rs, we have received 
frdtn thfNQQ great and lasting benefits. But, sir, if we are not vision- 
ary in our conjectures, the jime has arrived, when some, in ourl[>wn 
state, have ^determined, not only to be recipients of that stream of 
knowledge which is rapidly rising in our vmted republic, but also to 
be contribut(»*s to thatVast tide of improvement which is &st sw^- 
ing over the sur&ce of our land of free institutions, and which, we . 
fondly hope, is destined ultimately to vHit in its bnTi^u*d movemc&t, 
ev^ery— even the darkest portion of the habitable globe. Yes, sir; 
-this determinatk>n prompted a few of those now present, to act — 
Feeling that there was great need, in our extended commonwealth, 
of a society, which would concentrate the intellectual and moral en- 
ergies of our enlightened citizens generally, inspire a deep and in- 
vigorating ardor in the cause of individual and public improvement, 
they spontaneously m«t, in this place^ a^ear since, and formed the 
nucleus of this association. It was^ indeed, commenced m weaknesa^ 
but present prospects indicate, that it will be carried on with com^ ' 
stantiy increasing strength. 

But let us turn moie particularly to the leadiffg objects of our 
instituticm. We find. a definite and full exposition of them set forth 
in tiie first article of oiir constitution ; which is as follows : ^' The ob^ 
jects qf thi^ society shaU be to procure and preserve whatever relates 
to the natural, cii»l and literary history of this state, and to patron- 
ize as far as practicable all those sciences and arts, which have a direct 
tendency to promote the best interests of our citizens, '' Sir, my mind 
cannotconceive of objects more worthy the attenQon and efforts of 
a true patriot, and a devoted philanthropist, than these. 

Allow me, sir, to dwell on some of them &t a few minutes. The 
liistory <^ all iiations, Whether barbarous or civilized, has established 
this, important feet; t^at no influence is generally more powerfiil 
said uniform in its operation on manlAnd, than that which arises fit>m 
. a correct knowledge of the jnanners, customs an* illustrious deeds of 
^eir ancestors. Iknpw,8ir,itwillnotbenecessary formetodirectthe 



attention of this audienpe to the innumerable instants on record^ 
•where, this influence has <^rated to nerre the arm and fire the 
breast of the warrior, to kindle and feed the flame'' of patriotism in 
the bosom of iht civilian, and to call forth the highest aspirations of 
the philanthropist and the scholar. This influence has not only con- 
stituted one of the* strongest inc^itiyes tg national enterprise, but in 
a great degree, the contrdling and modi^ring power of thought and 
acti<m, in the countlessoperations in private life. This accords with 
the principles of our nature. It has been correctly* said by a pro*- 
found philosopher, '^ that the love of country and of its instituti^ 
and its distinguished benefoGtors,is t^ n^ral to man, as is the love 
of those who are endeai;^ to him by his earliest, his most pleasing, 
and most permanent associations." When this love is-pure and fer- 
vent and exercised in ccmsistency with due respect to the rights of 
.all. mankind, it is ''the virtue of patFiotism." He who cherishes 
SU& a love of &>untry, always has a deep sense of Obligation to his 
onmtry's bene&ct(Nrs, and to that Being, who, in his infinite mercy, 
is the bestower of eveiry blessing enjoyed by inan. Sir,* every gene- 
ration of civilized beings, must feel, that it iis indebted for a large 
portion of its prosperity to the energy and virtue of those that have 
p^ceded it. This feeling always awakens a curiosity to know the 
history of* the past; anci what, I would ask, is more diaracteristic of 
a noble fteling than an lytlent desire tobecomMntimately acqu&inted . 
with the characters of past actors, who are justly celebrated for their 
* w(»rth and wiadamf and " to cherish that mingled sentiment of awe 
and admiraticm, which takes possession of the soul,'' while contem- 
plating the " moAments of intellectual and mq^ power?" 

B^eving, sir, as every Americaii must do, that so exalted were the 
sentim^its arid so illusl3*ious the achievements of our forefathers, that 
a correct and minute knowledge of them will be productive of great 
good, not only to Americans in all time to coiyiey hj enabling them 
rightly to appreciate the deeds of their ancestors, arid stimulating 
them to emulate their viftues by noble efforts to advance the best 
interests of man^ but also to the sacred cause of civil and religious 
liberty throughout the world, by showing despots their weakness^ 
and animating the hopes of the oppressed ; believing thi^, we, as 
patriots and philanthropists, are called on t(f do all in our power, to 
obtain and preserve the materials for a correct history of our country. 
Sir, other nations have had t(ieir sages, poets, orators and phHoso- 
phei^, who are justly celebrated for their splendid productions. But 
where can tre point to a people, either papt ojc present, who have 
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mote cause, tban Americans * to be proud of the achieyements of 
their predecessors? It is true, we cannot pcmt to a Icmg list of poets 
and philosophers, nor can w$ equal some of tKe ancient states, iii«ele- 
vating our ancestors above •'* the condition of humanity and tracing 
them back to &bled giants and heroes ;" b^ti^cm point with becom- 
ing complacency to a band of patriots, heroes, and statesmen, who, 
by their exalted purpose and purity of motive, by Aeir bold daring 
in ihe fiel<]^ and wisdom in council, ^diibited a higher degree of 

' moral sublimity, than has ev^* been witnessed since the daysof the 
martyrs. We do not venerate their memories, #imply because they 
bravely fought and fredy bled :-^this they might have done, prompt^ 
ed by the same feeling of revenge, which impels savage tribes to 
bloody wars and horrid mfbsacres ; or by the same wild fiinaticism, 
which converted the fairest portions of the old w<»rld into a charnel- 
house ; but, sir, we venerate them, (their memories are hallowed in 

•the inmost recesses of the soul,) because they magnanimously brSeist- * 
ed that torrent of tyrannical oppression, which threatened to swe^ 
away every vestige of stipulated rights, and jeoparded their all, to 
jecttre for themselves and posterity, one of the noblest objects of 
which the hignan mind can conceive ; Kberty of thought, action and 
conscience. We all feil, that they have bequeathed to us theii; des- 
cendants, the richest legacy ever inherited»by any nation ; may God 
grant, ^at we may also feel that in pn^Knrtitm to the value of the 
trust committed to us, is our responsibility. [I wish this respcmdi- 
bflity could be felt in all its length, breadth and depth, by those in. 
our country ivho appear to be desirous of balancing our happy union 
with a penny.] Let us endeavor to feel and act (m all occasions as 
we have reii^on to believe, "^ey would wishr^oubtless, they would 
wish us to estimate rightly the value of their lives and service^," and 
portray them in appropriate colors fS&r The contemplati<ni of future 
generations : ^* they would exhort us to manifest our sentiments of re- 
gard, not merdy by praises, but by the p^tice of die virtues whidi 
make us at once happy and useftil, by emulating Uieir industry In 
seeking kflbwledge and doing good ; by holding in due estimation the 
public blessings which they lal^red and si^ered to secure, and by a 
perpetual co-operation in nmintaining and advancing the wel&re of 
our common country/" ^ 

It is to be {Mresumed that every American paitriot must feel the im- 
mense importance of collecting the materials ^or compiling for the 
benefit of posterity, a correct and complete histc^ of our country ; 
but it may be asked, what w4il be the J)e8t jneans of eSfecting this 



16 • 

object ? Prom the peculiar nature <^ our goyemnieiit and otlier cir- 
cumstances which have a controlling influence, probably it cai) be 
l^est effected by each slate collecting tKe materials €x its own his- 
tcH-y. This subject has been already attended to by most oi our sis- 
ter states. Their enlflhl^ned and enterprising citiz^is, have Ibrmed 
Antiquarian, Histcnrical, and varioSs othet* associations fhr collecting 
together eyeary $ict and every circumstance, which will throw the 
least li^t on their ^t history. But, Heretofore, Virginia, although 
from peculiar circumstances, she ought to ccmtain die ridiest mate- 
rials for history, ha* been quite too inattentive to the important sub^ 
yject of collecting and embodying them. Whatever has already been 
done on this subject, is the result of mdividual efforts. All such ef- 
forts from the nature of the case, must \Stve been partial and ineffi- * 
cient It would not be easy for one person to ascertain, in all res- 
pects, where authentic informaticm could be had, and if ttds were dcme, 
it iff not pipbable that all those possessing such information, would be 
willing to €<»nmit it to the disposal of one individual, and he loo a . 
perfect stranger. It appears, that difficulties oi this kind, had to be 
encoimtered by one of the mojst highly gifted citizens of the stat^ 
Mr. Wirt in the preface to his life of Patrick Henry^^tes that he ♦ 
was^ngaged about ten years in collecting th#materials for that work, 
and although he enjoyed ^e kind assistance of the best informed gen- 
tlemen in the state, still he observes ''that he has not been able to in- 
form himself of the whole events of Mr. Henry's life, and that his col- 
lection can be considered only as so many detached sketches." When 
we tsdce into consideration the circumstances under which the histo- 
rians of this state have had to labor, we ought not to be surprised at 
what aU ^competent judges muflt admits be the fact, that the j^res^n^ 
histadea of FirgkUa are quite defective ;. that no one of them, or all 
of Ihem amibined do not contain a complete compilation of those 
£tcts, and a aurect delineation of those characters for which Yirgmia 
is so justly celebrated, ai^ indeed, which ought to constitute by ^ 
the richest portions of her history. These historians seemed to have 
had it in view simply to detail the physical acticm of *hl^ sons, and 
not to notice their intellectual e;ffort§ and moral w(N*tk. I^ is in vain 
we turn to the published records of the state for a correct view of the 
elevated sentiment, th^ftoble sacrifices, the daring enterprise, and 
the unyielding purpose fot which very many of the patriots and phi- 
lanthropists of this state were distihguished during our revoluticmai^ 
struggle for liberty. Those who are now on the stage of active lifo, 
having received, in all probability; a Iftrge part of their knowledge of 
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these things from Kvmg sowrces, perhaps do not experience much loss 
or inconvenience from the defects to whi^h we refer ; but, sir, the 
rising generation which is pressing rapidly upon our heels, and all 
posterity, •will be very differently circumstanced. In all human 
probability, they will not enjoy the benefit of consulting living omi- 
cles, but will have to depend entirely on the faint and uncertain lignt 
of history, for all their information of the past. Yes, sir,, if tilings 
remain as they now are, generation after generation as they rise in 
countless succession, #iU be deprived of incalculable blessings. 
Even now, where shall the aspiring youth of Virginia be directed, 
to learn the-characters of the Wythes, the Randolphs, the Lees, the 
Nelsons, the Blands, the Masons, and a host of other worthies, that 
a laudable emulation may be enkindled in their youthfulhoBoms, the 
purest patriotism instilled, and all those noble and virtuous princi- 
ples of the soul called forth, which will urge them on%) make every 
acquisition, that will enable them to become ornaments and blessings 
to our country and to mankiftd? If such characters were faithfully 
portrayed in our histof ies and brought within the reach of our youth, 
it would, from the very nature of man, be productive of the most 
happy and salutary consequences. All whose privilege it has been, 
to direct the operations of the* expanding intellects of youth, mtist 
have observed what trifling circumstances frequently give a new im- , 
pulse and an entirely new tone and direction to the whole mind, and 
must also have observed, " how much of w^at is commonly called 
genius, or at least, how much. of the secondary direction of geftius, 
which marks its varieties, and gives it a specific distinctive charac- 
' ter," depends on accidents of the slightest kind. And all ^ho are 
acquainted*with the natural tendencies oPhuman nature, have mark- 
^ed the fact, " tftt men are prone to think and feel, as their ancestors 
have thought and felt, and to make up their principles by inheritance, 
^uid defend them, as they would their estates, 6«cflfifse they are bom 
heirs to them.'' 

If these things be 60, ft may be asked, where is the Virginian wh<> 
will not consider his time and talents most profitably employed in 
assisting to procure the means which will enable posterity rightly to 
contemplate the virtues of those worthies who were distinguished by 
a generous disinterestedness — incorruptible integrity — undaunted 
firmness — a pure and enlarged benevolence — and a lov§ of countfy, 
which prompted to the sacrifice of emolument, property, and aM that 
is held dear in domestic life, for the glory of their country, and the ^ 
• hJBipfdness of man ! The moral influence of such, noble examples of 

3 
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patriotism, wisdom and virtue, £f properly brought to bear, will act 
with mighty power on th^ characters of " millions yet imbom." 

ScHnething has already been done on this subject. The life of the 
fether of his country, by our worthy president. Chief Jilltice Mar- 
8^1, is undoubtedly held in high estimation by allj and needs no 
comment from me. The life of Virginia's orator, the celebrated 
Patrick Hfenry, by Mr. Wirt, is aaraluable work, and its ydue will 
be more fully appreciated by posterity than by the present gwiera- 
tion. Besides a lucid and glowing, but dififte sketch of Mr. Henry, 
we are indebted to this work for many corrected historical facts, and 
for some, striking views of the characters of other eminent pers<niS, 
who have not been so fully and distinctly presented to the public by 
any other writer. But, permit me to observe, that in my* opinion, 
the best history of the intellectual and moral advancement (rf society 
in Virginia, ifto be found in " Hening^s Statutes at Large." 'the 
laws of a country generally furnish substantial criteria by which we 
may form a correct (pinion of the changes of public sentiment, and 
advancement in the moral feeling of a people. 

A complete history of this state, ought to contain hot only a full 
account of the political, civil and military transactions, but a clear 
and concise exposition of the characters of its warriors, statesmen, 
Jurists and scholars, and also a view of^ts physical resources con- 
nected with natural history, and of the advancement of the arts and 
sconces. The want o£ a history of the state such as mentioned, is 
greSitly to be deplored by all. It is said, that " in the ccmflision pro- 
duced by the invasion of Richmond during the revolution, many of 
the pujjlic documents were lost; and those that remain ase a m^e* 
chaotic heap, having neve? been reduced to order." Th^e has been 
as yet no special effort made to supply this deficient. There hav^ 
been no Antiquarian or Historical Societies established, to embody 
every thing that would throw light cm the history of the state. Ouf 
public libraries do not con^in those " rare books and manuscripts" 
necessary for a full exposition of historicid facts ; these materials 
now lie scattered throughout the country ; some of them perhaps 
lie hid in foreign libraries. 

Sirf we need not say to any present, that Virginia will be inatten- 
tive to her highest, her dearest interests, if she neglects to take all 
tlte necessary steps to sup^y these deficiencies. This society it is 
beli^ed, can do much in behalf of this subject, provided we im- 
mediately and energetically enter upon a system of means, with the 
view of searching out, collecting and preserving all books, papers. 
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manuscripts and every species of information which relate to the 
4>ast history of the state. We are aware that in accomplishing this 
object many obstacles will present themselves. It will be difficult 
in many instsmces to ascertain precisely where informatio{^ ^^an be 
had ; much doubtless lies in imsuspected sources ; and it is possible, 
that some of those who have valuable matter in their possession, will 
be imwilling to pi#t with it. Such difficulties will be overcome in 
a great measure by the combined energies of this society. It is be- ' 
lieved, that shortly its members will be scattered throughout every 
portion of the commonwealth, and each one will make it a prominent 
object in his daily pursuits to search out and obtain every Species of • 
knowledge relating to these subjects. It is also believed that our 
legislators, gentlemen of the liberal professions, and aU others, who 
feel an interest in every circumstance that will tend to advance the 
prosperity of the country, wHl cheerfuUy lend their aid to such e0brts 
of the society. 

But in order to accomplish all that is valuable on this subject, tm- 
' mediate ^dmd. vigorous escertions ought to be put forth. Delay will 
be highly injurious. In all probabjQity, much very valuable matty 
relating to past events, is already irrecoverably lost. Many impor- 
tant papers, doubtless, have )>een destroyed through neglect ; and 
nearly all those patriots of the revolution, have been removed by 
death, who could have communicated much highly important and in- 
teresting information concerning the public and private transactitns 
of their time,^ which we fear has not be^ left on record. "Aese cir- 
cums'tance^should admonish us to commence our (^ratipns instantly, 
to secure that which now remains. ^ • 

It is reasonable to suppose, that there are now in the possessicm of 
the worthy descendants of those patriots, n^any important his- 
torical manuscripts and^recorcted facts, which, from the operation of 
natural causes, are liable to be scattered and lost. Many #f them 
insulated as they now are, wiU, in most instances, be considered 
by those who possess them, of little w no import^ce, and there- 
fore not worth preserving. When viewed separately^ doubtless, 
8(Mne of them may appear to be of little or no value, but when they 
u« collected andjcompared with other statements relating to the same 
events, they may be of immense importance in elucidating obscure 
facts, and confirming statements, which tend to exhibit the real 
causes and effects of great publi<5 transactions ; or to' develop the 
Ojperating motive«H)f those individuals, whose public enterprises or 
^vi2^ exertions and sacrifices, have had an important bearing on 
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the great interests of our CQuntry. Every recorded or authenticated 
feet', anecdote, or any circumstance, which tends idirectly or indi- 
rectly to throw light on any past public or interesting private trans- 
action, or to exhibit the characters of the actors, or to show what 
was the kind and the influence of public sentiment at particular pe- 
riods, is of great value and ought not to be lost. It is hoped, there- 
fore, that all those persons, po6sei|ging such origiAl documents, ^al- 

* though there may have been an unwillingness to entrust them to 
private individuals,) will cheerftilly confide them t5 the care of this 
society, in whose custody they will be preserved for the benefit of 
posterity and the public at large. It is also hoped, if proper and 
prompt steps shall be taken by our members, that those patriots of 
the revolution, whose lives, by the blessing of a kind Providence, 
have been prolonged to the present time, and also that all other citi- 
zens who by their peculiar situatkm in life, have obtained any ^- 
cific knowledge respecting important public or private events con- 
nected with the state, may be induced to commit to writing, and 
forward to this society, a narration of such fects as they may think 
^ght to be preserved for the information of the pu]plic. 

Perhaps, sir, it may be well, in order to throi^ light gd. our path, 
for our association, in relation to these subjects, to communicate with 
those individuals in different parts of th& country, who probably 
can direct us to important sources of information. 
• ^y these means many highly interesting fects, will be obtained, 
which, if not recorded immediately, must be lost to the world, and 
also a very large number of valuable papers will be rescued fix)m 

• the obscurity of private repositories, where tbey are liable to be der 
stroyed or lost by the operation of incidental circumstances. Yes, 
sir, it is confidently belieVed, that by the instrumentality of this so- 
ciety, much can be done to coUect and preserve the " scattered fi'ag- 
mentsfand perishing memorials" of the past, provided we act imitedr 
ly and perseveringly on the subject. Without such documents, as 
those to whith ne have referftd, every enlight^ied person must ad- 
mit, that the history of this state, will be mcorrect and defective^ 
All such matter, when embodied and deposited in the library of this 
society, will constitute a rich treasure not only io the antiquary, 
the historian, and the scholar, but to the state^ and its executive,- 
judicial and legislative departments. 

But, sir, another object of this society, as indicated by its name, 
is the cultivation of philosophy, or in other words, the encourage- 
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ment and advancemeat of philosophical researches. Here is opened 
before us a rich and extensive field of inquiry*. 

All the powers and operations which have been discovered in the 
universe, and which the mind of man is capable of comprehending, 
may be referred to* the properties either of mattif or mind. The 
philosophy of matter, may be divided into three distinct sciences, 
viz. Natural history, naturjal philosophy, and chymistry. The phi- 
losophy of mind, into four sciences, viz. Mental philosophy, moral 
philosophy, political economy, and natural thecdogy. 

Whatever comes within the sa^ of either of thtifte extensive de- 
partments of science, may be considered a legitimate object olT in- 
vestigation for our society. It is pleasing to cherish the 1k^, that 
as our association advances in magnitude and vigor, tiiere will be 
such a spirit of philosophical research excited in its members, that 
no region of human knowledge will be left wholly unexplored. But, 
at the present time, we will advert to those branches oi science, 
which, perhaps, were expected to claim our more immediate atten- 
tion, and for the advancement of which, all 6f us can more directly 
contribute. We will first turn your attention to natural history. 

This science enibraces, geology, mineralogy, botany, and zoology. 
Some of these brandhes are of more practical utility than others ; 
such we shall notice more particjularly as we pass on. Greology, 
although it presents a most interesting field of inquiry, has received 
but little attention until within a few years past Jn former times, 
geology consisted of a series of visionary speculations, to account for 
the formation and diange's of our globe; but within the last half 
century, it has assumed an entirely new character, and has now be- 
come a science reared upon numerous and accurate observations of 
&cts; and, therefore, has assumed a rank among those sciences, 
which stand upon the has\p of induction. If is not difficult, now, 
for a skilful geologist, from an ^aminatiqp of the exterior sub- 
stances of the earth, to become acquainted with its interior structure. 
In America,^ there were no combined efforts made for investigating 
the geology of our country, untif 1820, when the inen of science in 
different parts of the United States, assembled at New Haven and 
formet} the American Geological Society. Through the influence 
of that society many parts of our. country have been explored, and 
a mass of geological facts and specimens collected together, and 
noticed by our scientific journals. Thus, an interest has been ex- 
cited, which promises much for the future. 
The science of mineralogy, which is intimately ccnmected with 
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that of giei^ogy, is also in its in&ncy in our country. This science 
has a very important and extensive range ; its object is to describe 
and classify the tlififerent objects of inorganic matter^ and to explain 
their peculiar prqierties and- uses. Every substance which is not 
the immediate product of some organized body > belongs to the mine-* 
ral kingdom; and all such substances are divided by minendogiBts, 
into four classes. (T£e first includes all earthy compounds, such as 
the topaz, quartz, diamond ; the second, saline substances ; the thirds 
inflammable bodies, such as sulphur, coal, peat, &c. ; the fourth, 
metals ot metallic ores.) The importance of this sc^ce cannot be 
well Overrated. Whether it be viewed as tending to increase indi- 
vidual wealth, to improve agriculture, and multiply arts and manu- 
&ctures, and thus promote the public good ; '' or as affording a plea- 
sant subject of scientific research,'^ it recommends itself to the at- 
tention of the citizen, and the scholar. 

The mineralogy of the United States is now admitted to be as 
rich and as valuable as that of any otJier country. Our statesmen 
of enlarged views, as well as the devotees of science, have, for some 
time past, perceived the immense advantages tliat will be derived to 
our country fix>m a thorough investigaticm of its mineral treasures. 
To secure this important object, geological 2cai mineralogical socie- 
ties have be^i formed in nearly, all of the old, and in many of the new 
states. Within the last ten years, the legislatures of Massachusetts, 
New York, Kentucky, Tennessee, North and ScHith Carolina, Gr^r- 
gia, and probably some others, perceivin'g that a correct knowledge 
of their mineral resources, and a proper application of them, would 
greatly increase their physical power and means of internal improve- 
ment, have appr^riated fixnn time to time, fimds, to secure accurate 
andjxiinute geological and mineralogical surveys of their respective 
territories. In this way, all their citizeps have it in their power to 
ascertain the propertiai and locations of the different species of rocks, 
ores, coal, natural soils, chymical manures, and mineral waters in 
each section of the country. Thus, the interests of individuals, and 
of the state, as well as of science, %re prcxnoted. 

Thus far experience has proved, that the mmre the mineral trea- 
sures are explored, the more they abundantly repay the re^ean^ ; 
and we trust that shortly, we shall no longer ignorantly tread under 
our feet or permit to remain unobserved minerals of great curiosity 
and vidue, and " import firom other countrks, firequently at great 
expense, what we possess abundantly, at home.'\ 

There can be no doubt, sir, but that Virginia is as rich in geplo- 
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gical and mineralogical productions as any of her sister states. The 
aspect of our country is marked by striking and prominent charac- 
teristics, indicating a great variety in its geological structure. Our 
mountsuns and valleys contain valuable minerals, and abound in 
medicinal waters, and the middle and lower sectimis of the state, 
possess many highly important chymical and nflneralogical forma- 
tions. But, as yet, these subjects have been but little attended to, 
by our citizens. ^ 

Without attempting a omii^ete enumeration of the various mine- 
rals which have already been discovered, in the state ; we will m«i- 
tion some of them. Many of the rocks, belonging to the three great 
classes, viz. the primitive, secondary, and transiticm, have been found 
here. Among the number, are, granite, gneis, mica, quartz, soi^)- 
stone, shOTl, asbestus, hornblende, garnet, and limestone. Also some 
of the iijore important metals have been discovered, viz. tin, zinc, 
lead, copper, silver, iron, gold, ayd barites. Besides the substances 
mentioned, chdk, s%lt wells ited licks, coal, gypsum, and sev^*al 
species of marl, have been long known to exist in ihb state. 

yiie limestone <^ the valley is of very good quality, and, as our 
internal improvements progress, will increase in value. It is said 
there are different species of marble in the neighborhood of James 
River, which could be used in the arts to great advantage. The 
western mountains contain mexhaustible mines of iron ore, <^ the 
richest quality ; some of them are worked with considerable profit. 
The salt works in Yl^hington tonMj are, in time of peace, a source 
of great profit to the owners, and an extendve convenience to a large 
section of the western country-, but in time of war, they will prove 
to be national blessings. Bituminous coal has been discovered in 
various parts pf the state; ext^isive mines of it» we all know, have 
been worked to great profit for many years. This coal possesses 
some valuable properties, which will secure for it an increasing de- 
mand fix)m abroad. The gypsum found in Washingt(m county, in 
^eat quantities, is said to be as valuable as that brought from Nova 
Scotia, and is now applied to similar purposes, by the farmers of 
western Virginia aftd Tennessee^. Plaster in small quantities, has 
been alsg found in many other parts of the state ; and it is probable, 
that if proper search were made, valuable beds of it would be dis- 
covered both in middle and low^ Virginia. 

In almost every secticm of lower Virginia there are immense beds 
of marl, containing fi*om sixty to eighty per cent, of lime. Until 
lately this marl has been considered by the inhabitants of that coun- 
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try rather a nuisance than a blessing. But, within a few years past, 
some of their more enlightened farmers have made many conchisire 
experiments with marl'as a manure in cultivation, and have proved ' 
that their marl and other marine deposits constitute an invaluable 
treasure, and if properly applied, are capable of redeeming and 
greatly enriching the whole tide-water country. 

Permit me to observe, sir, in passing, that the spirit of inquiry on 
this subject has been excited principally by the successful experi- 
ments and judicious observations on calcareous manures, which have 
been carried on for the last ten years by Edmund Ruffin, Esq. (^ 
Prince George. From the work on calcareous manures, which he 
has lately given to the world, it is evident that he is not only a prcic- 
tical operator^ but a scientific cultivator. His book is a work <rf 
solid merit. All such efforts augur well for the agricultural interests 
of the state. 

But to return. The mineral springs among our western moun- ^ 
tains are not surpassed, in variety or medicinal^ properties, by those 
of any other country in the world. Chalybeate springs are found in 
every section of the country. The lM)t and warm, the. white, the 
salt, and the red sulphur springs, possess properties peculiar to them- 
selves ;^ but all of them have been found e&cacious in the cure of 
those diseases incident to our cities and alluvial country. It is to l)e 
greatly regretted, sir, that these springs have not been accurately 
analyzed^ and their properties made known to the world. Such an 
analysis would be of incalculable benefit to th% public at large, but 
especially to physicians and patients, who reside at a distance. 

This concise enumeration, includes nearly all the mineralo- 
gical facts, which have been discovered in the state. *But these 
facts, when we take into consideration, that most of them were disco- 
vered by accident, are sufficient to prove, that, in all probability, 
the mineral resources of Virginia d»e very extensive and valuable. 
It is believed, that there are but few subjects more worthy of public ^ 
patronage, or that would be productive of more extensive benefits to 
our citizens, than a complete geological and mineral survey of the 
whole state. But we have no reason to believe that this desirable* 
object OHi be secured immediately. There is, however, ^o doubt, 
but that this society can, by its united efforts, render important aid 
for its accomplishment; by collecting and classifying the various mi- 
nerals, geological facts, and natural curiosities,- which may be ob- 
tained fromtdl parts of our country. In this way it will not be dif- 
ficult to form an extensive cabinet of minerals and a museum of na- 
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ttiral curiosities here at the capital of the state. Such an establish- 
ment will be not only an object of interest to all intelligent visitors, 
but a source of highly important information to the naturalist, agri- 
culturist, and statesman. If our legislators will co-operate with us 
in this enterprise, they can give us important assistance, by afford- 
ing a mediufn of direct and easy communication, annually, between 
this society ftid every citizen in this commonwealth. When it shall 
be generally known that there is established at the seat of govem- 
' ment, a commcm place of deposite for minerals, and that those specimens 
which are forwarded to it will be examined and perhaps analyzed by 
competent persons, there will be no difficulty in rapidly increasing 
our cabinet. I apprehend, sir, that, as we progress in collecting spe- 
cimens, men of science, for the sake of their own improvement and 
that of others, will most willingly assist in examining and analyzing 
them. By these simple means, much valuable information can be 
distributed %m<mg our citizens, and great good be done. 

The other departments ^f the philosophy of matter, viz : natural 
philosophy and chymistry, from their great practical utility, as well 
as the scope they afford Yor the developement of intellect and the cul- 
tiv|ition of "genius, are highly worthy the attention and patronage of 
our association. 

It may be safely affirmed, that these 'sciences, since the revival of 

learning, and especially within the last half century, have made 

move rapid advances in the march of improvement, and contributed 

•more efficient aid to the progressive advancement of civilization and 

refinement, than any other department of human knowledge. 

For their cultivation, genius and talent of the highest order, have 
been engaged, whose ingenious inventions and brilliant 'discoveries, 
form a luminous track in the field of scientific research. So rapid 
have been the developements of new principles in these sciences, that 
the profound discoveries of Bacon, Descartes, Galilio, Kepler, and 
Newtcm, are now dassed as elementary principles. All the im- 
provements and discoveries in these two sciences, are susceptible of 
immediate application to useful purposes, and thus become the com- 
mon property of man. There is not a single branch of industry, that 
has hot been either directly or indirectly assisted by them. They 
extend their aid alike to the artist, the agriculturist, and the scholar, 
■and confer great blessings on all classes of society. 

These remarks, will apply more particularly to chymistry. This 
science, pursuing the analytic method of investigating 'truth, has, 
within the last forty yeard, advanced with a rapidity and splendor 
4 
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unequalled in the annals of pbilosc^hy. It has e3q>l<M'ed with astdn- 
ishing success the mineral, vegetable, and animal kingdoms; and by 
elucidating their phenomena, and developing their elem^itary prin- 
ciples, has contributed more, than all other causes, to produce the 
great modem improvements in medicine, agriculture, animal econo- 
my, and indeed, in all the arts, and most of the sciences. 

It is worthy of remark, that some of the discoveriesr in this sci- 
ence, which at first did not attract much attention, have, by their 
subsequent appli(^tions, yielded invaluable blessings to mankind. 
For instance, the discovery of latent hea^ made by thecdebrat- 
ed Dr. Black, did not attract much notice, nor . was its importance 
conjectured even by philosophers, until after the ingentous Watt had 
applied its principles to practice, which ultimately resulted in the 
invention of the steam engine ; — emphatically the richest gift that 
science has bestowed on the arts. No one, at the present day, need 
be informed, that the elastic force of steam, is not only th^ most effi- 
cient, but the most useful physical power within the omtrol of man* 
All present are, doubtless, well aware of the immense, the varied, 
and the rapidly increasing advantages, it affords to all classes of so- 
ciety. I will only observe, that, some time since, the French phi- 
losophers minutely " calculated the value of James Watt to his coun- 
try at je 116,000 per day." Who, sir, I would ask, what philoso- 
pher can '^calculate the ^alue of Fulton to his country — ^but more 
especially to the whole world." 

Time will not permit me even to touch on the many interest- * 
ing discoveries' which have been made in this science, or their useflil 
applications to the various arts. We would observe, however, that 
some of th^ principles of matter, which chymistry has disdosed, 
have a very important bearing on the best interests of agriculture. 

Agriculture, is a subject, which, as it constitutes the great source 
of our prosperity, cannot fail to claim the attention of this society, 
and enlist in behalf of its advancement every patriot in the state. 
To adapt the mode of cultivation to the nature of the different kinds 
of soil, so as to secure the best results, requires a scientific acquain- 
tance with all the principles concerned. Here chymistry lends its 
aid to the enlightened agriculturist, and unfidds to him the elements 
of which the different soils and manures are composed, their proper- 
ties in a simple or combined state, and the effects of their action on' 
each other. 

In most' <^ our sister states, as we all know, agrscultutal so- 
cieties have be^ti ibrmed and extensively patronized ; and the liistory 
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of their <^ratioiis, has proved that they have been highly beneficial 
to the country, both by exciting a laudable emulation among their 
members, and by securing and publishing to the world many inte- 
resting and valuable essays on agriculture. In this state, there have 
been two or three local associations of a similar character, but their 
(^rations have never been made known to the public, and, of course, 
must have had a limited influence. It is, I think sir, to be greatly 
regretted that there are not agricultural societies in every important 
section of the state, and all of them auxiliary to a parent society, 
whose annual meetings are held in this city. Such a system would 
be attended by the hiq)pieat consequences to the whole state. But 
under present circumstances, it is probable that this society, as a 
large portion of its members will be composed of intelligent plan- 
ters, can do something to excite an interest and collect knowledge on 
the most important subjects connected with the agriculture of this state. 

Should this society each year select one or more subjects on agri- 
culture, for the mutual discussion of its members at its next anni- 
versary , and should essayists be selected to write on similar subjects, 
and also, should our standing committee from time to time solicit, 
through the public prints, communications from our planters of 
such foots* and conclusions as have been founded on observation 
and experience ; we say should such measures be adopted, in all 
p];pbability, a considerable interest would be excited not only among 
our members, but throughout many parts of our country, and mucb 
valuable matter obtained on agricultural pursuits. 

It must be evident to every reflecting mind, that unless a power- 
ful spirit for agricultural improvements shall be speedily created, 
and successful efforts made to redeem our lands, and make them^or 
more productive than they now are, a very considerable portiop of 
our enterprising citizens will be induced to leave the graves of their 
fathers, and their native state, for other regions, — ^where their energetic 
exertions will be crowned with adequate success. 

But, sir, I will pass to the other branch of our subject ; the philo- 
sophy of mind ; — ^the object of which, is to investigate the various 
principles of our intellectual and moral nature — or, in other words, 
the laws of human thought and feeling. 

On a knowledge of theae principles, all mental and* moral culture, 
and all adaptation of government and laws, to modify and improve 
the condition of individuals or of nations, depend. He alone, who 
is well acquainted with the true principles of human nature, is Quali- 
fied to adapt means to secure wise and \|^neficial ends, and to control, 
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or influence rational and moral beings. '' While others dogmatize^ 
he reasons, while others theorize, he builds on the sure feundatioQ of 
rigorous induction.^' 

We have already observed, that this department of j^osophy 
may be divided into four distinct sciences ; all of which, come within 
the scope of our investigations. Should this society succeed in ex- 
citing a spirit of researoii into all or any of these important branches 
of knowledge, it will probably, confer a lasting benefit on mankind. 

But, sir, in order that my remaining remarks may be particularly 
practical in their bearing, I shall confine them to one of the many 
and highly interesting subjects which are^nnected with this branch 
of philosophy ; I refer to the science of instruction ; a subject, which, 
from its extensive influence on the happiness of man, should not be 
passed by, in an enumeration of those objects, that ought to claim 
the attention of this society. Thid may be considered a science of 
the highest order ; some, however, suppose that teaching is a simple 
art, which is very ecisily acquired, and that any person who has a ' 
certain portion of knowledge, is a perfectly well qualified instructor 
of youth. This is a very common, but a most pernicious error. 

The history of learning most fiilly proves, that a person may pos- 
sess good talents, and be a considerable proficient in leartiing, and 
still not be a discriminating and successfiil instructor. It i^ in vain, 
that any one can expect to succeed in teaching, who does not possess . 
^levated ideas of his occupation and a facility in imparting know- 
ledge, and who does not take great delight in instructing youth, 
and feel deep solicitude for their daily progress and fixture prospe- 
rity. In the science of instruction, there is full scope for the best 
talents and largest acquirements. All the elevated qualities either 
of mind or heart, which are necessary to secure success in any of-the 
learned professions, are essential to the accomplished instructor. 

I would also observe, sir, that the common opinion of what ought 
to constitute a complete system of education, is, in some important 
respects, incorrect. 
, _ A system of education to be complete, should c(»nprehend, the 
developing, strengthening, and maturing all the human powers. — 
These powers are divided into three great classess ; the physical^ in- 
tellectual^ and moral. All of which, in order to secure the highest 
degree of improvement, and the most perfect symmetry of which 
they are susceptible, should be fully and duly cultivated. 

That our youth may possess that vigor of constitution, which is 
necessary to prepare them for energetic action in the various stationk 
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inlife, — the physical, as well as the moral and intellectual powert^ 
should be exercised. 

Physical education has received in Europe, for some time past, 
that attention, which its great importance demands; but in this 
country the subject has excited no interest until lately. Within the 
last six or eight years, some experiments have been made at the 
north cm the subject ; by the introduction of gymnastic exercises 
into some of our colleges ; by the establishment of a species of high 
school on the plan of the Crerman gymnasium ; and alyo by forming 
jmanual labor academies, where each student is required to perform 
manual labor, during a part of each day. The result of these ex- 
periments has proved conclusively, the practicability and importance . 
of connecting physical with intellectual exertion. It is to be hoped, 
that the time is not far distant, when the importance of this subject 
will be so generally seen and felt ; that public sentiment will require 
that horticultural and agricultural pursuits, and perhaps some of the 
mechanic arts, shall be connected with th^ university and the col- 
leges and academies in the state ; so that students during the hours 
of relaxation from their arduous studies may have an opportui^y, 
of enriching their minds with valuable practical knowledge, at the 
same ime that they are making that physical exertion absolutely 
necessary for the health and vigor of their bodies. Such pursuits, 
by affording students the means of making a direct and easy appli- 
cation of the principles of some of the most useful sciences, will have 
a happy tendency to make them practical and efficient citizens. 

If these positions are correct, the object of a complete system of 
education should be ; to cultivate the physical powers ; — to develope, 
expand, and invigorate, in their due proportions*, all the intellectual 
faculties ; — ^to elicit, improve, and elevate, the various active princi- 
ples and moral susceptibilities of man ; — and also, to a^ord the appro- 
priate and requisite materials for a solid erudition. Such a system 
of instruction would be well calculated to prepare youth for rightly 
performing all the duties, which may arise from their relations in 
life, as physical, rational, and moral beings. 

There certainly can be no truth more evident, than this, that every 
system of education, intended for the instruction of man, should be 
based on a philosophical analysis of his nature. Such a system pro- 
perly applied, cannot fail to secure to the student a regular and effi-^ 
cient progress in intellectual and moral culture. 

But, sir, how different from this, is the system of instruction too 
prevalent in our country? Every enlightened person, who has 
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turned hit attention to this subject, must have perceived that a largpe 
portion of the instruction given to our youth, is better calculated to 
pervert, than improve the powers of the mind ; — ^that there is more 
money paid every year fof medianical drillingy than for mental in- 
8tnictum; and that we train all our other powers more skilfully and 
judiciously than those of the mind. 

Permit me, sir, to hint at some of the causes of this radical de- 
fect 

One of the j)rincipal is, the great inattention of employers to the 
qualifications of their teachers, and to the progress of the pupils. — 
This probably arises from the idea that it does not matter much, 
what are ^e qualifications of those who instruct young persons. — 
This is a great error; and one productive of the most pernicious 
effects. It would be better for the intellect to sleep during early 
youth, than to be disciplined by incompetent teachers. It is a fact 
well tested by the experience of every reflecting mind, that youth 
at a very early period, extract mental habits, which are rarely ever 
destroyed and changed by subsequent discipline, but which too gene- 
raljY influence the whole character throughout life. Every person 
must be conscious of the controlling influence of early habits of 
thinking and action. How important then that these habits should 
be formed under the direction of well qualified instructors. History 
establishes its importance ; — it is a well confirmed fact, that most of 
the great men, who have been (^tinguished ibr well balanced and 
highly improved minds, have been blessed with mothers of high at- 
tainments, by whom their characters were moulded. 

But again, the subjects taught in many of our schools, are not 
adapted to the capacities of the pupils, but are too frequ^iUy alto- 
geth^ above their comprehension. When the mind cannot clearly 
perceive the ideas presented to it, its powers cannot be properly ex- 
ercised, nor can there be any valuable knowledge obtained. The 
mind in such a case, if I may be allowed the expression, acts me- 
chanicaUy. There may be an effort of the memory to retain the 
words and perhaps the ideas ; but if the mind does not fully compre- 
hend them, they hfld better be forgotten than retained : — for one of 
the most injurious mental habits that can beu formed, is that con- 
tracted by habitually exercising the memory to retain that which is 
not understood. 

But when subjects are properly adapted to the capacity of the 
pupil, and the mind clearly perceives every step in the process of 
investigation ; curiosity is aroused, fixed attention is secured, and a 
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deep mterest is elicited ; and as the pupil progresses in the acquisi* 
ticm of knowledge, and feeb his powers expanding and strengthen- 
ing, his desire for more extensive attainments will be constantljr in- 
creasing. This, sir, is the legitimate effect of knowledge on the 
mind, when the beauty of new truths is clearly perceived. Hence 
it may be laid down as a general rale, that wherever there is ibund 
a mental apathy, or siothfulness, or the least distaste far study evinced 
by the pupil,*it can be traced to the bad management of the in- 
structor. How important then is it, that our instructors should be 
well qualified for their business ! 

I believe, however, that Virginfti will never be supplied with good 
instructors, until a portion of her own sons shall be induced to make 
choice of teaching for thfeir profession^and depend on it for their sup- 
port and fame. In most countries, teaching is considered one of the 
learned professions, but unfortunately here, it is not so esteemed ; 
hence our educated youth are unwiUing to engage in it, except so 
far as necessity compels. But it is to be hoped, that ere long, public 
sentiment will become right on this subject, and that the profession 
of teaAiing will be as much sought after, as that of law or medicine. 
It certainly presents a field of as much uselulness, and in most in- 
stances of as much profit, as that of either of the other professions. 
This subject is worthy of the particular attention of this society^ and 
of every patriot and philanthropist in the state. Every thing that 
we hold dear as a nation, depends on the virtue and knowledge of 
our citizej^s. Our youth are emphatically the hope of our country. 
All history proves that ignorance and slavery, knowledge and free- 
dom, go together. When ignorance and vice shall stalk over our 
beloved land, liberty with her attendant blessings will leave our 
shores. 

But, it may be asked, in what way can the efforts of this society 
be brought to bear on the great and all-important subject of educa- 
tion in our state. In answer to such & question, we would observe, 
that no one will attempt to remedy defects, before they are linown to 
exist ; and the real causes of defects are rarely ever discovered, ex- 
cept by close and patient investigation. Therefore, should this so- 
ciety, or the standing committee select some of our members to in- 
vestigate definite subjects connected with education, and give the 
society in the form of an essay the results of their inquiries, and also 
their own suggestions, much valuable matter would firom time to 
time be drought before us. Suf^KMe one memb^ is mvited to 
prepare a dissertation on the causes of the defects in our common 
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•chod system, and the most practicable mode of removiB^ ^lem ; 
another, on the best means that can be used to increase the number 
of well qualified teachers, and multiply good schools throughout our 
state, and bring them to bear on all classes of society ; a thinf, on 
what system is best adapted to secure both the correct discipline of 
the mind, and the communication of knowledge in the different stages 
of progress in learning. It is evident that dissertations on such sub- 
jects as these will bring before us important informftticm, and put 
within the reacl^ of our legislators such &cts, as are absolutely ne- 
cessary to enable them to pursue a wise and efficient system of legis- 
lation, on one of the most impoftant subjects committed to their 
care. And if after such dissertations had received the approbaUon 
of this society, they should be j>resented, thfough the medium of the 
press, to our citizens at large, they would doubtless command atten- 
tion, excite a deep interest, and arouse a spirit of improvement, 
which might result in great and lasting good. 

I am afraid," sir, I have detained the society and this indulgent 
audience quite too long, with my attempts to point out those objects, 
which in my opinion should claim our particular and immedifte at- 
tention, or I should be pleased to add a few remarks on some of the 
more important arts, and the means by which this association could 
aid their advancement With youf permission, however, — ^I will 
invite our ingenious and scientific artists, to favor our annual meet- 
ings with an exhibition of the various specimens of their workman- 
ship, and models, or descriptions of any important improvements in 
machinery which they may have made, or noticed. Such an exhibition 
will be highly beneficial not only to us, but to the artists themselves, 
as it will afford our society an opportunity of becoming acquainted 
with their attainments, and of patronizing their inventive genius and 
mechanic skill. 

I am aware, sir, that in our efforts to establish this society on a 
permanent basis, we shall meet with indifference and perhaps oppo- 
sition frqfn all those, who are too deficient in ptiblic spirit, or in 
energy to engage in any enterprise, unless they are perfectly con- 
vinced that it must inevitably succeed. Such persons will assure 
us, that all our attempts will prove abortive ; that all voluntary asso- 
ciations which have been heretofore formed in the state, have had 
but an ephemeral existence, and have soon languished and died ; and 
that most certainly such will be the fate of this new society. But 
suppose, sir, that this institution should not survive mahy years ; 
that it is possible that there may not be found sufficient energy in 
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the whole «tate to sustain its operations for a great length of time ;* 
still, such is the nature of the objects it has in view, that during even 
a short existence it will have accomplished much that will be valua- 
ble, and tH^t would not be obtained by any other means. ThevsJua- 
ble historical manuscripts and mineralogical specimen^ already pre- 
sented, and now beforS us, and the great accession to our numbers, 
of late, are auspicious omens of &ture success. This society, too, 
is designed to occupy a more extensive range than that of any other 
now existing in 'our country. It embraces the whole field of history, 
science, and the arts, and solicits the efforts Sad energy of all en- 
lightened cttizens, who*are willing to devote a portion of their time 
and talents to the advancement of such objects as are connected 
with the best interests of the commonwealth. For one, then, in- 
stead of fearing^ a failure, I shall look forward with pleasing antici- 
pations to the time when our library will contain all the rare and 
valuable materials, for a full and. correct exposition of the physical 
resources, and the intellectual power and moral wortl^of those sons 
of Virginia, who are distinguisAd ornaments of their country, and 
b^ne&ctors of mankind : — ^when our cabinet and museum will have 
eihbraced aU those specimens in geology, minefalogy, zoology and 
Botany, which are necessary to illustrate our natural history and dis- 
play , our physical resources : — ^when our anniversaries shall excite a 
lively interest throughout the state, an<^ call into action its genius 
and erudition : — ^when our various discussions shall elicit the latent 
energies of the mind and open new trains of thought : — ^when, in a 
word, the combined operations of our members, shall tend power- 
fully to advance the various sciences, and the useful arts, and to 
create and diffuse such a taste for intellectual improvement an^g 
our citizens, as will assist m giving Virginia, that elevated standing 
among h^ sister states which her rich natural resources, no less than ^ 
her moral worth.and her political power so justly entitle her to main- 
tain. And with this view, sir, I shall confidently trust that every real 
patriot and philanthropist within her boundaries, and every citizen 
who loves the Old Dominion and her institutions, will rejoice to con- 
tribute all in his power to advance the great objects of our society, 
and so to energize the action, to increase the prosperity, and to 
brighten the glory of the commonwealth. 
6 • 
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About the year 1749^ a peiscm who was a citizen of the county 

of Frederick, and subject to paroxysms of lunaby, when influenced 

by such fits, usually made excursions into the wOdemess, and in his 

rambles westwardly, fell in on the waters of Greenbrier riyer. Ajt 

that time, the country on the western waters were but little known 

to the English inhabitants of the then colonies of America, being 

claimed 1by the French, who had ctmunencedsettfenaentson the Ohio 

and its traters, west of the Alleghany mountains. The lunatic being 

Sttiprised to find waters running a different course fi*om any he had 

bei^ known, returned with the intdligence of his discovery, which 

didjabound with game. This soon excited the enterprise of others. 

Two men horn New England, oi the name of Jacob Marlin and 

Stephen Sewdl, took up a resSlmice upon Greoibrilr riyer; but 

soon disagreeing in «mtiment a quarrel occasioned their separation, 

and Sewell, for the sake of peace, quit their cabin and made his atTode 

in a large hollow tree. In this situation they were found by the late> 

CSeneral Andrew Lewis, in the year 1751. Mr. Lewis was appointed 

agent f<Mr a company of grantees, who obtained from the GoTemo^ 

and Council of Virginia, an order for one hundred thousand acres of 

land lying on t^ waters of Greenbrier riyer,-HBnd did, this year, 

proceed to make surveys to OHi^lete the quantity of said granted 

lands; and finding Mar^ and Sewell living in the neighborhood of 

each other, inquired wfiat could induce them to live separate in a 

' wilderness so distant from the habitations of any other human beings. 

They informed him that, difference "bf opinion had occasioned ^eir 



38 

separation; and that m^ had since enjoyed more tranquillity and a 
better understanding; for Sewell said, that each morning when they 
arose and Marlin came out of the great house and he from his hollow 
tree, they saluted each other, saying — good morning Mr. Marlin, 
and good morning Mr. SeweU, so that a good understanding then 
existed between them; but it did not last long, for SeweU removed 
about forty miles further west, to*a creek that still bears his name. 
There the Indians found him and killed him. 

. Previous to the yeari755, Mr. Lewis had cojoapleted for the gran- 
tees, under, the order of council, upwards of fifty thousand acres; — 
and the war then commencing between England and France^ nothing 
further was dcme in the business until the year 1761, when his ma- 
jesty issued his proclamation commanding all his subjects within the 
bounds of the colony of Virginia, who were living, or who had made 
settlements on the western waters, to remove fix>m them, as the 
lands were claimed by the Indians, and good "policy required that a 
peaceable understanding should be preserved with them, to prevent 
hostilities on their part. The order of council was never afterwar<Is 
carried into effect, or his majesty's consent obtained to confirm i^ 

At the commencement of the revolution, when the state of Vir- 
ginia began ta assume independence,* and held a convention in 1776, 
some eflbrts were made to have the order of council established under 
the mevr order of things then beginning to take place, l^ut it was not ^ 
confirmed; and commissioners were appointed, in 1777, to grant cer.- 
ti%ates to each individual who had made settlements on the western 
waters, in the state of Virginia, previous, to the year 1768 and since,, 
with preference according to the time of improvements, which certifi- 
cates gave the holder a right to four hundred acres for his settlen^t 
claim, and the pre-onption of on^ thousand more, if so much were 
foimd clear of prior claims, and the holder chose to accept it. The 
following year, 1778, Greenbrier was sepiErated fix)m Botetourt 
county, — and the county took As name (rom the river, which was 
so named by old Colonel John Lewis, father to the late General, and 
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one of the grantees under the order of council, who, in company with 
his son Andrew, exploring, the country in 1751, entangled himself 
in a bunch of green briers on the river, and declared he would ever 
after call the river Greenbrier river. 

After peace was confirmed between England and France, in the 
year 1761, the Indians cflftnmenced hostilities, in 1763, when all the 
inhabitants in Greenbrier were totally cut off, by a party of Indians 
headed by the Cornstalk warrior. The chief settlements were on 
Mud^y creek. These Indians, in number about sixty, introduced 
themselves into the people's houses under the mask of Irieiidship, — 
and every civility was offered them by the jfeople, providing them 
victuals* and accommodations for their entertainment, when, on » 
s«dden,'they killed the men and made prisoners of the women and 
children. From thence they passed over into the Levels, where some 
^upilies were collected at th%house of Archibald Clendenin, (where 
the Hon. Balard Smith now lives.) There were between fifty and 
one hundred persons, men, women and children. There the Indians 
were entertained, as at Muddy creek, in the most hospitable manner. . 
Clendenin having just arrived fi^m a hunt, with three fat elks, they 
were plentimlly feasted. In the mean tinjMm old' woman, with a 
9ore leg, was showing her distress to an Indian, and inquiring if he 
could administer to her relief; he said he thought he could — and 
drawing his tomahawk, instantly killed her and all the men almost, 
that were in the house. Conrad Yolkom only escaped, by being 
some distance from the house, when the outcries of the women and 
children alarmed him. He fled to Jacksoa's river and alarmed the' 
people, who were unwilling to believe him until the approach of the 
Indians convinced them. All fled before them ; and they pursued 
on to Carr's creek, in' Rockbridge coimty, where many families 
were killed and taken by them. At Clendenin's a scene of much 
cruelty was perinmed ; and a negro woman, who was endeavoring 
to escape, killed her own child, who was pursuing her crying, lest 
she might be discovered by its cries. Mrs. Clendenin did not fail 
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to abuse the Indians with teirms of reproach, calling them cowards, 
&c. although the tomahawk was drawn ^orer her head, with threats 
of instant death, and the scalp of her husband lashed about her jaws. 
The prisoners were all taken (Jl^er to Muddy creek, and a party of 
Indians retained them there tiU the return of the others from Carr's 
creek, when the whole were taken off together. On the day they 
started from the fix>t of KeeneySi Knob, going oyer the mountain, 
Mrs. Clendenin gave her in&nt child to a prisoner wmnan to carry, 
as the prisoners were 'in the centre of the line with the Indians in 
front and rear, and she escaped into a thicket and concealed herself 
until they all passed by. The cries of the child soon made the In- 
dians inquire for the mother, who was missing; and oae'oi them 
said he would soonlbring the cow to her cal£ Takmg the child by 
the heel»he beat its brains out against a tree, and throwing it down 
in the path, all marched oyer it, till i^ guts were all tramj^ed out 
with the horses. She told me she returned that night, in the dark, 

# 

t& her own house, a distance of more than ten miles, and coyered her 
husband's corpse with rails, which lay in the yard, where he was 
killed in endeayoring to escape oyer the fence, with one of his chil- 
4lren in his anns; an(M||^en she went into a corn-field, where great 
lear came upon her, and she imagined she saw a man standing by 
her, within a few steps. 

The Indians c<Hitinued the war till 1764, and with much d^reda- 
tion on the frontier inhabitants, faking incursions as &r as within a 
few miles of Staunton. An end, hdweyer, was put to the war in the 
&11 of that year, by the .march of an army under the command of 
Colonel Bouquet, a British officer, who assembled, with his regular 
troops, at Fort Pitt, S(»ne companies of militia from Augusta county 
and other places,— ^yhich, I belieye, either yolunteered their senrices 
or were such as were ordered on the frx>ntiers to protect the inhabi- 
tants during the war. Colonel Bouquet h^ a ti-eaty with the Jn- 
dians somewhere near Muskingum, and the Indians deliyered up 
many prisoners, who returned to their friends, and a peace was con- 
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eluded, which continued until the year 1774. I do not remember of 
hearing it alleged by any one, what occasioned the war of 1763, 
being then very young; but about that time the British government 
bad paased an act to tax the American colonies ; but on the remon- 
strance of the people and the opposition of some of the British poli- 
ticians, they repealed the law. I have since thought that they were 
urged to it by private British agency, as it is well known that they 
wejje in%enced that way to commence the war in 1774. In the 
*spring of that year, General Lewis represented the county of Bote- 
tourt in the Assembly, and his brother, Colonel Charles Lewis, re- 
present the •county of Augusta, at Williamsburg, then the capital 
of our government.* During the sitting of the Assembly, in the 
month of AprO, or May, government received intelligence of the 
hostile appearance of the Indians, who had Men upon the traders in 
the nation and put them all to death, and were making other arranp- 
ments for war. . 

General Lewis and his brother Charles sent an express immedi- 
ately to tie frontier settlements of their respective counties, request- 
ing^he^i to put themselves in a posture of defence. They had, each 
of them, the command of the militia in their counties, at that time ; 
and I was ordered by General Leiiys, to send out some scouts to 
watch the warrior path beyond the settlements lately made in ^een- 
brier, which had recommenced in 1769. We were few in niHoer, 
and in no condition to oppose ah attadc from any considerable force. 
But succor was promised us as soon as they could arriv^ from the 
Assembly; and, in the mean time, arrangements were made for 
carrying on an expedition against the Shawanese, between the Earl 
of Dunmore, who was the Governor of Virginia, and the Lewises, 
before^they left Williamsburg: th§ G^ovemor li> have thjcommand 
of a northern division of an army of volunteer militia, — or otherwise 
drafts to be collected from the counties of Frederick, ^enandoah, 
and the settlements towards Fort Pitt; General Lewis to have the 
command of a southern division of like troops, coUected from the 
6 
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cooniiM of Augufta> Botetourt, and the a^iacent counties belovf the 
Blue ridge. Gdknel Charke Lewis was to command the Augusta 
troops, and Colonel William Fleming the Botetourt troqM, under 
Creneral Lewis. The Goyemor was to take his route by the way of 
Pittsburg, and General Lewis down tiie Kenawlue--the whole army 
to assemble at the mouth of the Great Kenawha, on the Ohio rirer. 

• 

G^ieral Lewis's army assembled in GreenbrieV,iit €amp Union, 
(now Lewisburg) about the 4th September, 1774, amoun^ng in- all, 
to about eleven hundred men, and proceeded from dence on their 
march, on the 11th day of said month. The captains commanding 
the Augusta Tolun(eers, were Captain George Mathews, Ct^ytain 
Alexander M'Cknachan, Captain Jchm DiclAnson, Ci^tain John 
' Lewis, Ca§tain Benjamin Harrison, Captain William Naul, Captain 
Jos^h Haynes, and Captain Samuel Wilson. Those commanding 
Hufi Botetourt companies, wer$ Captain Matthew Arbuclde, Captain 
John Murray, Captain John Lewis, Captain James Roberts<m, Cap- 
tain Robert M'Clenachan, Captain James Ward, and Captain John 
Stuart ' • 

In the course of the summer, and not long aft^ we receired 
notice of the hostile appearance <^ the Indians, they came up the 
Kenawha, and killed Walter^Keily. KeUy had begun a settle- 
ment about twelve miles below the Great Falls. When they made 
theMtck, C<4ond John Fields, of Culpeper county, was at Kelly's, 
about tQ make s(»Be surreys on military daims, or otherwise. He 
had with him, several of his neighbmv and one or two negroes. I 
had sent an.express to them, with advice to remove immediately, as 
it Was apprehended that the Indians wer^ about to break out, and I 
expected they were in great dang^. Kelly was, I believe, a fiigi- * 
tive froBi^ back parts of Sou^i Carolkia,of a bold and intrepid 
diiqK>nticm,Tecej[Ted my intelligence with caution, and s^it off his 
^ femily an4 stock for Greenbrier, with his brother, a young man of 
equally su^ickms character. But Kelds, trusting more to his own 
consequence and better knowledge of puWfc (hcts, endeavored te 
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persuade Kelb j there was no danger, as nothing of the kind bad bete 
befin^ heard of, and our Gremibrier intelligence not worth noticing. 
On the evening of the same day, an^before Kelly's brother and the 
fiunilj had got out of hearing of tll^ guns, the Indians came upon 
KelljT and Fields where they were taking leather from a tan trough, 
«t a sinall distance from their «abin, fired on^them; and killed Kelly 
upon the spot Fields ran into the cabin/i^here their guns w«re, 
all unloaded. He picked up one, and recdleeting-itwas not charged, 
ran out of the house into a com-fieM within a few steps of the door, 
and left his negro girl and Scotch boy crying at the doOT. The boy 
was killed, and the girl carried off. Fields made hi^»esca{#, but 
never saw an Indian. Kelly's brother informed me that he beard 
guns fire shortly after he had started with the &mily, and e3q>ected 
his bif^ther and Od«nel Fields were killed. I prepared to go and 
see what was the OHisequence^ raised about ten or fifteen men,' and 
procc^ed on our way to Kenawha about ten miles, whm I UMi Coles' 
nel Fields naked, all but Jbis iihirt. His limbs were grieVoudy lace- 
rated with briers and brush, his body Worn down wi^ fittigne and 
cold, haying nm in that oindition from the Kenawha, upwards of 
eighty miles, through the woods. He was then, I gi^as, upwards 
of fi% years old, of a hardy, strong constitutkm. He was alter^ 
wards killed in the battle of the 10th of October following. A^ 
tality pursued the family of KeUy ; tnr the Indians came to Green- 
brier, on Muddy -creek, and killed young Kelly and took his niece 
I»risoner, about three weeks after they had killed her &ther. 

About this time the disputes betwein the British government and^ 
the colmiies'began to run high, on account of the duties iqpoD tea 
imported into this country ; ancf much suspicion was entertained that 
the Indians were urged by the Britidi agents to begin a war upon us, 
aii^ to kill the traders then in the nation. However that mtghtbtf^ 
fiu^ afterwards onrroboMed the suspieioB. 

The mouth of the G^reat Kenawha is distant fr««a Camp Umon 
about one bimdred %sA ilxty mUes,— the way mcbntamoiit and iug« 
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ged. At the time we commenced our. march no track or path waf 
made, and but few white men had'ever seen the place. Our princi- 
pal pilot was Captain Matthew Arbuckle. Our bread stu^ was 
packed upon horses, and drovA of cattle furnished our nraat ; of 
which we had a plentiful supply, as droves of cattle and pack-horses 
came in succession afl^ us. But we went on expeditioudy," under 
eyery disadvantage^ an^arrived at Point Pleasant about the 1st of 
October, where we expected the Earl of Dunmore would meet us 
with his army, who was to have come down the river from Fort 
Pitt, as was previously determined between the commanders. • In 
this expectliion we were greatly disappointed; for his lordship pur- 
sued a different route, and had taken his march from* Pittsburg, by 

* • 

land, towards the Shawanee towns. General Lewis, finding himself 
disappointed in meeting the Governor and his ftmy at Pcunf Plea- 
sant, despatched two scouts up the river, by land^ to Fort Pitt, to 
endeavor to learn the cause of the disappointment; and our army re* 
mained entamped, to wait their return.. . • 

Before w^ marched fromOamp Union, we were joined by €doli^l 
John Fields, with a company of men ftom Culpeper, and Captain 
Thomas Buford, from Bedford county ; also three ot^r companies, 
under the command of Captain Evan Shelby, Captain William Rus- 
8^, and Captain Harbert, from Helton, now WashingtAi county. 
These troops were to compose a division commanded by Cohmel 
William Christian, who was then convening more men in that quar- 
ter of the country, with a view dC^^^"*®^^^ ^ ^ the mouth of the 
Great Kenawha, where the wnoje «rmj were expected to meet, a&d 
' proceed from thence to the Shawanee towns. The last mentioned 
companies completed our army to eleven hundred men. 

Dufing the tim6 our scouts were going express up the river to 
Fort Pitt, the Governor had despatched three men, lately traders 
amongst the Indians, down the river, express to General Lewis, to 
infinrm him of his new plan and the route he was aboUt to take, with 
instructions to pursue our march to the Shawanee towns, where he 
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expected to assemble with us. But what calculations he might have 
made for delay or other disappointments which would be likely to 
happen to two armies under so long and difficult a mftrch through a 
trackless wilderness, I never could g»ess ; or how he could suppose 
they would assemble at a conjuncture so critical as the business then' 
in question required, was never known to any body. • 

The Governor's express arrived at our encampment on Sunday, 
the 9th day of October, — and on that day it was my lot to command 
the guard. One of the men's name was M'CuUough, with whom I 
had made some acquaintance in Philadelphia, in the year 1766, at 
the Indian Queen, where we both happened t# \o^^. This man, 
sui4>osing I was in Lewis's army, inquired and was told that I was 
on gu^. He made it his business to visit me,4o renew our, ac- 
quaintance ; and in the course of our conversation, he informed me . 
he had recently left the Shawanee towns and gone to the Governor's 
camp. This made me desirous to know his opinion of our Expected 
success in subduing the Indians, and whether he thought they would 
be presumptuous enough to offer to fight us,^ as we supposed we had 
a force superior to any thing they could oppose to us. He answered, 
"Aye, they will give you grinders, and that before long:" and re- 
peating it with an oath, swore we would get gAders very soon. I 
believe th&t he and his companions left our camp that evening, tore-, 
turn to the Govem(N*'s camp. The next morning two young men 
had set out very early to hunt for deer; they happened to ramble up 
the (Ohio) river two or three %iles„and on a sudden fell on the 
camp of the Indians, who had creased the river the evening before, 
and were just about fixing for battle. They discovered the young 
jnen and fured upon them ; one i^ killed, the other escaped, and got 
into our camp just before sunrise. He stopped Just before my tent, 
and I discovered a number of men collecting round him as I lay in 
my bed. I jumped up and approached him to know what was the 
alarm, when I heaft him declare that he had seen above five acres of 
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land coTered with Indians, tm thick as they could stand (me beside 
another. 

General Lewis immediately ordered a detachment of Augusta 
troops, under his brother . Colimel Charles Lewis, and another de- 
tachment of the Botetourt troops, under Co\(mel William Fleming. 
I These were composed of the companies commanded by the oldest 
captains ; and the junior captains were ordered to ^tay in camp, to 
aid the others as occasicm would require. The detachments marched 
out in two lines, and met the Indians in the same order of march, 
about four hundred yards from our camp, and in sight of the guard. 
The Indians msfte thf first fire and killed both the scouts in fixmt of 
the two lines. Just as the sun was rising, a very heavy fire soon com- 
menced, and Colonel Lewis was mortally wounded, but wal]|ed into 
camp and died a few minutes afterwards; observing to Colonel • 
Charles Simms, with his last words, that he had sent one of ibe 

• 

«nemy tm eternity before him. During his life it was his lot to have 
frequent skirmislws with the Indians, in which he was always sue- ^ 
cessful; had gained much applause for his intrepidity, and was 
greatly beloved by his troops. Colonel Fleming was also ]jFOunded ; 
and our men had given way some distance befcnre they were rein- 
ferced by the othei^mpanies issuing in succession fix)m the caflip. 
The Indians in turn had to retreat, untU they formed a Ifne behind 
logs and trees, across fi*om the bank of the Ohio to the bank of the 
Kenawha, and kept up their fire till sundown. 

The Indians were exceedingly active in concealing their dead that 
were kill^ I saw a young man draw out three, who were covered 
with leaves beside a large log, in the midst of the battle. 
- Colonel Christian came with trdSps to our camp that njght, about 
eleven o'clock. General Lewis nK'ing despatched a messenger up the 
Kenawha to give him notice that we were engaged, and to hasten 
his march.to our assistance. He brought about three hundred men 
with him, and marched out early next m<»mftg over the battle 
ground, and found twenty-one of the enemy slain on the ground. — 



47 

Tw^ye more were afterwards founds all concealed in one place ; imd 
the Indians confessed that they had thrown a number into the river 
in time of the battle; so that it is possible that the slain on both 
sides, were about equal. We had seventy-five killed, and one, hun- 
dred and forty wounded. The Indians were headed by their chief, 
tiie Corn-stalk warrior ; who, in his plan of attack and retreat, dis- 

- covered great military skUl.- Amongst yie slain on our side, were 
Colonel Charles Lewis, Colonel John Fields, Captain Buford, Cap- 
tain Murray, Captain Ward, Captain Wilson, Caplain Robert 
M'Clenachan, Lieutenant AUen, Lieutenant Goldsby, Lieutenant 
Dillon, and other subaltern officers. Colonel Fields Imd raised his 
company, I believe, under no particular instructions ; and seemed, 
from the time he joined our army at Camp Union, to assume an in- 
dependence, not subject to the control of others. His claim to such 
privileges might have arisen from some former military service in 
which he had been engaged, entitling him to t rant that ought to 
relieve him fi-om being subject to control by volunteer commanders; 
and when we marched from Camp Union he took a separate route. 
On the third day after our departure, two of his men, of the name 

*of Coward and Clay, who left the company to look after deer for 
provisions, as they marched fell in with two Indians, on the waters 
of the Little Meadows. As Clay passed round the root of a large 
log, under which one of the Indians was concealed, he killed Clay — * 
and running up to scalp him. Coward killed him, being at some 
distance behind Clay. They both ^1 together, on the same spot. 
The other Indian fleS, and passed our scouts unarmed. A bundle 
of ropes was found where they killed. Clay, which proved that their 
intention was to steal horses. Colcmel Fields joined us again that 
evening, and separated no ii^e till we arrived al^oint Pleasant, at 
the mouth of the Great Kenawha. • 

Afl«r the battl8, we had different aftbunts of the number of In- 
dians whd attacked us. Some asserted that they were uftwards of 
one thousand ; some said no more tluyji four or five hundred. The 
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correct number was never known to us ; however, it was certain 
they were combined of different nations< — Shawanese, Wyandotts, 
and Delawares.— ^f the former there is no doubt the whole strength 
of the nation was engaged in the battle. And on the evening of the 
day before the battle, when they were about to cross over the river, 
the Corn-stalk proposed to the Indians that if they were agreed, he 
would come and talk with j^s, and endeavor to make peace; but they • 
would not listen to him. On the next day, as we were iufi^rmed, he 
kflled one ctf the Indians for retreating in the battle, in a cowardly 
manner. I could hear him the whole day speaking very loud to 
his men ; and one of my company, who had once been a prisoner, 
told me what he was saying; encouraging the Indians, — ^telling 
them — ^" be strong, be strong!" 

None will suppose that we had a contemptible<enemy to do with, 
who has any knowledge of the exploits perf<»*med by them. It was 
chiefly the ShawaneS^ that cut off the British army under General 
Braddock, in the year 1765, only nineteen years before our battle, ^ 
where the General himself, and Sir Peter Hackett, second In com- 
mand, were both slain, and a mere remnant of the whole army only 
escaped. It was they, too, who defeated Major Grant and his Scotch 
Highlanders, at Fort Pitt, in 1758, where the whole of the troops 
were killed and taken prisoners. After our battle, they defeated all 
the flower of tHe first bold and intrepid settlers of Kentucky, at the 
battle of the Blue Licks. There fell Colonel John Todd and Colo- 
nel Stephen Trigg. The whqje of their men were almost cut to 
pieces. Afterwards they defeated the United States army, over the 
Ohio, coimnanded by General Harmar. And lastly, they defeated 
General Arthur St. CJlair's great army, with prodigious slaughter. 
J believe it was n^ver known that so i^ny Indians were ever killed i 
in any engagement with the white people, as fell by the army of 
General Lewis, at Point PlAsant. They are noW dwindled to in- 
significance, and no longer noticed; and futurity will not easily per- 
ceive the prowess they possessed. 



• / 
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Of all the Indians, the Shawanese were the most bloody ailK terri- 
ble, — ^holding all other men, as well Indians as whites, in contempt 
as warriors, in comparison with themselves. This opinion made 
them more wrestless and fierce than -cmy other Savages ;. and they 
boasted that they had killed ten times as many white people as any 
other Indians did. They were a well-formed, active, and ingenious 
people — ^were assuming and impe^ous in the presence of others not 
of 4heir own nation, and sometimes very cruel. 

General Lewis's army consisted cfiefly of young volunteers, well 
trailed to the use of arms, as hunting, in those days, was muck 
practised, and preferred to agricultural pursuits by eiftferprising ^ 
young men. The produce of the soil was of little value on the west • 
side of the Blue Ridge — the ways bad, and the distance to market 
too great tojmake it esteemSl. Such pursuits inured them to hard- 
ships and danger. We had more than every fi&h man in our army 
killed or wounded in the battle, — ^but none were disheartened ; all 
crossed the river with cheerfiilness, bent on destroying the enemy ; 
and had they npf been restrained by the Grovernor's orders, I telieve 
they would have exterminated the Shawanese nation. • 

This «battle was, iiAict, the beginning of the revolutionary war 
that obtained for our country the liberty and indep^i^ence enjoyed 
by the United States, (and a good presage of future success;) for it 

is well known that the Indians were influenced by the British to 

* 

commence the war to terrify and confound the people, before they 
commenced hostilities themselves the following year at Lexington, 
in Massachusetts. It was tnoiight by British4K)liticianS0that to ex- * 
cite an Indian war would prevent a combination of the colonies for 
opposing Parliamentary ineasures to tax the Americans^ The bipod, * 
therefore, spilt upoi|g;his memorable battle, will long be remembered 
by the good people of Virginia and the United States with gratitude. 
The Indians passed over the Ohior«rer in the night time/ after the 
battle, and made the best of their way back to the Shawanee4owns,« 
upon the Scioto. And, afler burying our dead. General Lewis or- 
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d^red Atrenchm^ts to be n^de around our camp^ extending across 
from the Ohio to the Kenawha, to secure the officer, with an ade- 
quate number of men, to protect them in safety, and marched the 
army across the Oftio for the Shawanee towns. 

In this command he had many difficulties to encounter, that none 
fcan well judge of who have never experienced similar troubles, to 
preserve order and necessary discipline, over an army^of volunteers 
who had no. knowledge of the use of discipline or military order^ 
When in an enemy's country, weU skilled in their own manner cf 
■warfare. And let it be remembered that the youth of our country, 
« |irevious% those times, had grown up in times of peace, and were 
quite unacquainted with military operations of any kind. IgnOTance 
of these duties, together with high notions of independence and 
equality of condition, rendered the service extremely difficult and 
disagreeable to the commander, — ^who was, by nature, of a lofty and* 
high military spirit, and who had seen much military service under 
General Braddoidi and other commanders. He was appointed First 
Captam unde^. General Washington, together witfi Captain Petw 
Hogg, in thfe year 1752, when General Washington was aj^inted 
MaJOT by Go^pemor Goochj to go to the frontftis uid erect % . garri- 
Son at the Little Meadows, on the waters of the MOno^^hela, to 
prevent the enci^oachments of tiie French, who were extending their 
claims from Port Pitt (then Fort De Quesne) up the Monongahela 
river and its waters. During the time they were employed about 
that business, they sustained an attack, made on them by a^party of 

* French an4 Indians, sent Out from Fort De Quesne for that purpose, 
en account of an unfortunate affair that took place soon after they 

• had arrived, at the Little Meadows. A French gentleman of the 
name of Jumenvail, with a party, was making some surveys not 
far from Migor Washington's encampment, who ordered Captain 
Hogg to go and examine him»as to his authority for making such 

•encroac^mients on the British claims and settlements. Captain Hogg 
discovered Jumenvail's encampment, which he approached in tbS 
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BigM tlm%; and, contrary to kis orders, or the instructions of M^jor 
Washington, he fired on Jumenvail and kilJed Tiim. The Frendi, 
in order 4o retaliate, sent out a party to attack Washington. They 
were discovered when within one mile oT the encampment, and soon 
appeared befi)re it, commencing firing as they approached. Our 
peopl9 had made^me entrenchments, firom wh|ph they returned the 
fire. In this engagement GTeneral Lewis received two wounds. The 
French at length cried out for a parly ; the firing ceased on both 
sides ; the parties intermixed indiscriminately, and articles of capIHr 
lation were drawn up by the French, which Major Washington 
signed and acknowledged. He was then a very young m^, an^ 
unacquainted with the French langimge ; ant^ \l seems, that in that 
instrument he acknowledged the assassination of Jumenvail. This 
was sent to Europe, and published.^Iostilities soon after commenced 

• between the two rival natk)n8, £ngland«and France, tiieichief founda- 
tion of the quarrel being this transaction in Americir I have seen 
Bliss's account of the beginning of the war of 1755, in ms history* 
<^ England. It differs somewhat from this ; but I have narrated the 
.fiicts as I heard them from (General Lewis, and have uo doubt of 
their being correct. 
The French had brought in their party a laf go number of Indian^ 

> which gave t|iem a great superiority of numbers. * An accident took 
place during the intermixture of the parties, which might hav^ 
proved fatal to Washington and his party, had not General Lewis, 
with great presence of mind, prevented it An Irish soldier in the 

Crd* seeing an Ihdian near him, swore, m the well'known language 
s country, that he would " send the yellow son-of-a-bitch to hell." 
General Lewis was limping near him with his wqimded leg, struck ^ 
the muzzle of his gun into the air and saved the Indian's Jife^ and * 
the lives of all the party, had the Irishman's intention taken effect 

yrhen the war of 1755 began. General Washington was appoinjted 
the C(nnmander of the firrt regiment ever raised in Ylrginla, and 
€reii^^ Lewis, Major. Lewis was afterwaids on a c om m and with 
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the British Major Grant, under General Forbi§, to recomioilre the 
vicinity of the French fort, (now fort Pitt) against which General 
Forbis's army was then on their march, to endeavor to demolish. — 
When Grant and Lewis drew near the gjurison jjndiscovered. Major 
Grant began to apprehend that he could^rprise the garrison, and dis- 
appoint his General ^f the honor of the conquest. A||;ainst this lAjusti- 
fiable attempt. General Lewis in vain rAnonstrated. He represented 
that the garrison was reinforced by a number of Indians, then at the 
pikce in great fwce, and the difficulty of reachii% the garrison pri- 
vatriy and undiscovered. Grant, however, was unwilling- to share 
so.gr«tt an honor with any other, and ordered Miyor Lewis to re- 
main with their bapggge, witl^the provincial troops which he cwn- 
manded,— whilst he, with his Scotch Highlanders, advanced to the 
attack; which he began early^ the morning, by ^eating drums 
upon Grant's J^l, as it is s4iU called. The Indians were lying on. 
the opposite siae*of the river from the garrison, when^the alarm be- 
gan, in niunber about one thousand five hundred. The sound of 
war, so sudden and so near them, soon roused them to arms ; and 
Grant and^iis Highlanders were soon surrounded, when the work <f 
death went on rapidly, and in a^manner quite novel to Scotch High- 
Haiders, who, in all Jheir European wars, had never before seen 
men's heads skinned. G^eral Lewis soon perceived, by the re- '« 
treating fire, that Major Grant was overmatched and in a bad situa- 
tion. He advanced with his two hundred provincials, and falling oii 
the rear of the Indians, made way for Major Grant and some of his 
men to escape f but Lewis's party was also defeated, and himself 
taken prisoner. The Indian8>desired to put him to death, but flP 
I French, with di fl^culty, saved him ; however, the Indians stripped 
' him of .all his dothes^ save his shirt, before he was taken into the 
fort An elderly Indian seized the shirt, and insisted upon having 
it; but he resisted, with the tomahawk drawiv over his head, u|^til 
a French officer, by signs, requested him to deliver the shirt, and 
then took him into his room and gave liim a complete dress to put 
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on. When he was advdncing to the re|kf of .Grant> he met a Scotch 
Highlander under speedy flight ; and inquiring of him how the battle 
was going, he said they were ''a beaten, and he had seen Donald 
M'Dtoaltf up to his hunkers in mud, and a the skeao af his h^M." 
Grant had%iade his escaM from tht field of battle with a party of 
seyen or eight soldiers, and wandered all night in the woods. . In the 
nioming they reti^rned to the garrison and surrendered themselves 
to the Indians, who carried them into the fort. Majn Grant's life 
was preserved by the French ; but the Indians bought the soldiers 
to the room door where Major {^wis was, where his benefactor re? 
fused to let them come in, and they killed all the men at the door. 

The French, expecting %at the main army, under General Forbis, 
would soon come on, and believing that they would not be able to 
defend the attack, blew up ihe ^m and retreated to Quebec, with the 
prisoners, where they were confined till a cartel took place, and they 
were exchanged. • 

This is the same Colonel Grant who figured in the British Par- 
liament in the 3^ar 1775, when M^ Thurlow, the .^fttomey Gene- 
ral, affirmed that the Americans were rebels and traitors, — ^but did 
not prove his position by ccHnparison of their conduct with me trea- 
son laws ; and ColonM Gf ant in particular, told the house that he 
had often acted in th^ ^jie service with the Americans ; he knew 
them well ; and froi» that knowledge, would venture to predict — 
'* that thex would never dare to face an EnglisH army, as being desti-' 
tute of eyejry requisite t^constitute good solllierd. By their Is^ziness, 
uncleanliness, or radical defects of constitution they were incapable 
of going through the service of a campaign, and would melt away 
with sickness l^efore^^y would &ce an enemy, so that a very^slight 
force would be more than sufficient for their complete reduction."* 
But diy*ing the time of their captivity, this philosophical hero was 
detected in an 8^t of the most base hypocrisy, in Quebec. As the 

« 
* See History of England for 1775, vol. xii. p. 527, 
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letters (^ the Engliih officers weve not suff^vd to be sealed tmtO 
they were inspected before they were sent off, a French officer dis- 
covered in Major Grant's communication to General Forbts, that he 
ha#ascribed the whole disgrace of his defeat to the milb»dllct of 
Major Lewis and his provincial troops.^The officer ifhmedktely 
carried the letter to M%)or Lewis, and showed it to him. Lewis, in- 
dignant at such a scandalous and uiy ust representation, accused Graiir 
of his duplic^, in the presence of the French officers, and challenged 
him ;* but Grant fhidently declined the combat, after receiving the 
^lossest insults, by spitting in his%ce, and degrading language. 

After the French had blown up the fort and departed fov Quebec 
with the prisoners, in going up the Alleglliny river it was very cold, 
and Grant lay shivering in the boat, cursing the Americans and their 
country, — threatening that if he ever returned to England he woul^ 
let his majesty know their insignificance, and the impropriety of the 
trouble and expense to the natJlb ^ endeavoring to protect*such a 
vile country and people. For this provoking language, Creneral 
Lewis did chfRe him severely. ^ * 

General Lewis was, in pisrson, upwards of six feet high, of un- 
common strength and agility, and his form of the most exact symme- 
try that I ever beheld in human being. He Ukd a stem and invin- 
cible countenance, and was of a reserved and distant deportment, 
which rendered his presence more awful than ^igaging. He was a 
* commissioner, with Dr. Thomas Walker, toehold a treitt^, on behalf 
of the cc^ony of Yirginlk, with the six nations of Indians, togettm* 
with t)ie commissioners from Pennsylvania, New York, and other 
eastern provinces, held at Fort Stanevix, in the province of New 
York, in the year 1768. It was there remukMl by^he GovemcH'of 

New York, that '' the earth seemed to ti^mble umlef him as he 

• 

walked along.'' His independent spirit despised sycophantic qieans of 
gaining popularity, which ^ever rendered more t^^ his merits ex- . 
torted. 
Such a character nvas not calculated to gain much applause by 



ocmimandkig an army of volunteers wi^ut discipline, experience, 
or gratitude. Many todt umbrage because they were compelled to 
do their duty; others thought the duties of a common soldier were 
beneath thfe dignity of a volunteer. Every one found some cause of 
imaginary complaint. * • • 

When congress determined to be independent, and appointed gene- 
ral officers to command our armies to prosecute the war for inde^- 
pendence and defending our liberty, they nominated General Wash- 
BigtOn to the chief command, — ^who, from hifi gmt naodesty, re- 
commended €reneral Lewis in preference to himself; but one of his 
colleagues fixHqa Virginia, observed that General Lewis's populluity 
had suffered much from the declamation of some of his troops, on 
the late expedition against the Indians, and that it would be in^iolitic 
at that conjuncture, to make the appoin(iD6n£ He was, however^ 
afterwards appointed among the first brigadier g^ierals, and tdflk 
the command, at Norfolk, of the Virginia trdbps. When Lord Dun- 
more made his escape from Williamsburg, on board a British ship 
<^ war lying off Nwfolk, the vessel dre^up and commenced a fire 
on the town; but Greneral Lewis, from a battery, compelled h» 
lordsyp to depart, — ^and, I believe, he never afterwards set foot <Hk 
An^rican ground. This ^nded the military career of Gimeral Lewis* 
Congress havmg appointed General Steves and sAne other miyor 
generals, gave him some ofience. He had been their super|<»* kt 
former services. Ha^^ing accepted his office of brigadier at the so* 
licita^cm of Creneral Washington, he wrote to th^e^eneral o£ his 
intention^to resign. General Washington, in reply, pressed him to 
liold his command, and assured him that justice would be done him 
as r«gected his rank. But hfi was grown old, his ai*dor for mMitary 

&me abated; and being seiased with a fever resigned his cmnmand 

• 

to return home, m4he year 1780. He died on his way, in Bedf(»*d 
county, about forty misb from his own house, on Roanoke, in Bote- 
tourt county, lameiAed by all who were intimately acquainted with 
his meiiitndous services^d superior <pialities. 
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It is said that there is a book bow extant, ior this country, with the 
title of " Smith's Travels in America," which was written in Eng- 
land, wherein* the author asseru that he was on the expedition in 
the year 1774, and that he joined the Augusta troops in Staunton. 
He gives a ptrticular description of Mr. Sampson Matthew's tavern 
and femily, who kept the most noted public house in town, and of 
the march of our army from Gamp Union to Point Pleasant He 
also gives an account of the battle, andof Colgnel Lewis being killed 
in the engiigement. Jf such a person was along, I am persuaded he 
was in cogy and a creature of Lord Dunmore; for I was particularly 
acquainted with all the officers of the Augusta troops, and the chief 
of all the men, but knew no such man as Smith. I am the more 
.confirmed in this opinion from what General Lewis told me in the 
jrear 1779,*that he was \^11 informed that on the evening of the 10th 
• (fttober, the day of our battle, Dunmore and the noted Poctor Con- 
nelly, of tory memory , with some other officers, were taking a walk, 
when Dunmore observed to the gentlemen that he expected by that 
time Colonel Lewis had h^work. This corresponds with my sus- 
picions of the language oPM'Oollough, who promised us " grinders.'' 
Had not M^Cullough seen the Indians, coming down the river and 
on his return, the evening before the battle, they could not have 
known the streffgth of our army, or amount of our troops so cor- 
rectly as* they certainly <|id; for, during the battle, I heard one of 
the enemy halloo^ with abusive terms in English, that they had jeleven 
hundred Indians, and two thousand coming. The same boast was 
vociferated from the <^p08ite side of the river, in the hearing of most 
of our officers and men who occupied the Ohio bank, during the* 
battle. As the number mentioned, of deven hundred, was precisely 
our number, and the expectation entertained by ^<Hne, that Colmiel . 
Christian would come on with two thou^d mare, the intelligence 
must have been communicated to the Indians by the Governor's 
scouts, for thete could have been no other meam of conveying such 
e^LftU mformation to them. Colonel Christian had but three hundred 
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altqgsther^ including fine companks of Shelby, Rusflell, and Harbert, 
when he arrived at our camp. . 

Haying finished the ^itrenchtaents, and put every tiling in order 
for securing ^e wounded from dagger after the battle^ we crossed the 
Ohio river in our march to the Shawanee towns. Captain Arbuckle 
was our guide^ who was equally esteemed as a soldier and a fine 
woodsman. When We came to the prairie, on KDlicanic creek, we 
fiaw the smoke of a small Indian town, which was deserted and set 
cm fire upon our approach. Here we met an express from the Go- 
vernor's camp, who had arrived near the nation*and pi||>osed peace 
to the Indians. Sojjxe of the chiefs, with the Grenadier Squaw, oa 
the jeturn of the Indians a&er their defeat, had repaired ^o t^e Go- 
vernor's army to solicit terms of peace for the Indians, which I ap- 
prehend they had no doubt of obtaining. The Governor promised 

• 
them the war should be no fiirther prosecuted, and that he would 

stop the march of Lewis's army before ahy more hostilities should 
be committed upon them. However, the l»dian» finding we were 
xapidly aj^roaching, began to suspect that the Goyemor did not 
possess the power of stopping us, whom they designated by the ncune 
erf" the Big Knife Men jr the- Governor, therefore* with the White 
Fish warrior, set off and met us at Killicanic creek, and there Colo- 
ijel Lewis received his orders to return with his army, as he had 
|frop6sed terms of peace with the Indians, which he assured should 
.be accomplished. 

His lordship requested Colonel Lewis to introduce him to his offi- 
cers ; a|id we were accordingly ranged in rank, and had the honor 
of an introduction .to the Governor and commander"^ chief, who 
p<4itely thanked us»for services rendered on so momentous^ occa- 
sion, a|id assured us of his high esteem and respect for our conduct. 

On the Governor's consulting Colonel. Lewis, it was deemed ne- 
cessary that a garrison should be established at Point Pleasant, to 
Intercept and jm^ent the Indians from' crossing the Ohio to our side, 
i^Aalso to prevent apy ;ivhites firom crossing over to the^side of (he 
8 
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Indians; and by luch means to preserve a ftiture peace, according 
to the conditions of the treaty then to be made by the Grovemor with 
the Indians. Captain Arbuckle was appointed commander of the 
garrison, with ^instructions to enlist one hundred men, for the term 
of one year fiom the date of their enlistment, and proceed to erect a 
fort, which was executed in (he foUowing summer.; 

The next spring, the re^olutiopary war commenced between the 
British army, under General Gage, at Boston, and the citizens of 
the state of Massachusetts, at Lexingtcm. Virginia soon after as- 
sumed an iimependent form of government, and began to levy troops 
for the common defence, when another company was ordered to the 
aid of Captain Arbuckle, to be commanded by Captain WiHiam 
M'Kee. But the troubles of the war accumulated so fast, that it 
was it was found too inconvenient ^d expensive to keep a garrison, 
at so great an «cpense and so great a distance fix>m any ^inhabitants. 
There was, also, a demand for all the troops that could be raisedj^^to 
oppose British 6rce, and Captain Arbuckle was ordered to vacate 
the station and to jcrin General Washington's army. This he was 
not willing to do, having engagad,'as he alleged, for a different ser- 
vice. A number of his men, however, marched and joined the main 
army until the time of their enlistment expired* 

In the year 1777, the Indians, being urged by British agents, be- 
came very troublesome to frontier settlements, manifesting much 
ai^)earance of hostilities, when the Corn-stalk warrior, with the Red^ 
hawk, paid a visit to the garrison at Point Pleasant. He made no 
secret of the disposition of the Indians; deciding that, on his own 
part, he was opposed to joining.in the war on the side of the British, 
but that all the. nation, except himself and his own tribe, were de- 
termined to engage in it; and that, of course, he and his tribe would 
have to run with the stream, (as he expressed it.) On this Captain 
Arbuckle thought proper to detain him, the j^^ed-hawk, and another, 
fellow, as hostages, to prevent \he nation from joining the British. 

In the course of that summer our government had ordered an anhy 
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to be raised, of volimteert, to serve under the aommand of Crenend 
Hand; who was to have cdlected a number of troops at Fort Pitt, 

' with them to descend the river to Point Pleasant, there to meet a 
reinfbrc^ment of volunteers expected to be raised in Augusta and 
Botetoi^t counties, and -then proceed to the Shawanee towns and 
chastize, them so as.to compel them to a neutrality. Hand dicT not 
succeed in the collection of troops at Fort-Pm; %nd but three or 
four companies were raised in Augusta ahd Botetourt, which were 
under the command of Colonel George Skillem, who ordered me to 
use my endeavors to raise all the volunteers I could get in Green- 
brier, for that service. • The people had begun to see the diQpulties 
attendknt on a state of War and long campaigns carried through wil- 
dernesses, and but a few were willing to engage in such service. 
But as the settlements which we covered, though less exposed to the 
depredations of the Indians, had showed their willingness to aid in 
the proposed plan ic^ chastize the Indians, and had raised three com- 
panies, I was very desirous of doing all I could to promote the busi- 
ness and aid the sendee. I used the utmost endeavors, and proposed 
to the militia officers to volunteer ourselves, which would be an en- 
couragement to others, and by such means to raise all the men who 
could be got The chief oi the officers in Gireenbrier agreed to the 

• proposal, and we cast lots who should command the company. The 
Jot fell on Andrew Hamilton for captain, and William Renick lieu- 
tenant We collected lb all, about forty, and joined Colonel Skil- 
lem's party, on their way to Point Pleasant. 

When we arrived, there was no account of General Band or his 
army, and little or no provision mado. to support our troops, other 
than what we had taken with us down the Kenawha. We found,' 

^.too, that the garrison, was unable lo spare us any supplies, having 

nearly «xhau^ted, when we got there, what had bSen provided for 

J^emselves. But we concluded to wait there as long as \fre could for 

the arrival of General Hajidf or ewne account from him. During 

the time of our stay two young men, of the names of Hamilton and 
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Gilmorej went overthc Kenawha one dayio hunt for deer; on ftMor 
return to camp, some Indians had conc^^ themselres on the bank 
amongst the weeds, to riewour encampment; and as Gflmore came 
alcmg past them, they fired osx him and kiUed him on the b&k. 

Captain Arbuckle and myself were standing on. the opposite bank 
When the giin fired; and whilst We were wondering who it could be 
shooting, contrary to orders, or what they were doing over the river. 
We saw Hamilton run down the bank, who called out that Silmofre 
Was kUIed. Gilmore was one of the company of Captain John Hzfi, 
of that part of the country now Rockbridge county. Hie captain 
was a velatiqp of Gilmore's, whose ^muly and fi-iends were chiefly 
cut off by the Indians, in the year 1763, when Greenbrier was cut 
off. Hall's men instantly jumped into a canoe and ^ent to the relief 
of Hamilton, who was standing in momentary expectation of being 
put to death. They brought the corp|p of Gilmore down the bank, 
covered with Mood and scalped, and put him info the canoe. As 
they were passing the river, I observed, to Captaii^ Arbuckle that 
the peq>le would be for killing the hostages, as soon as the canoe 
would land. He supposed that they would not offer to commit so 
great a violence upon the innocent, who were in nowise acces^oy to 
the murder of Gilmoi«. , But the canoe had scarcely touched the 

- idiore until the cry was raised, let us kill the Indians in the fort ; — * 
and every 'man, with his gun in his hand, came up the bank paltf 
with rage. Cabtain Hall was at their head, and leader. Captain 4 
Arbuckle and I met them, and ^deavored to dissuade them fit)m 
i9o unjustifiable an action; but they cocked their guns, threatened us 

• with instant death if we did not desist, rushed by us into the fort, 

« 

and put the Indians to death. . . • 

On the preceding day, the C<mi-8talk'8 son, iBlmipsico, had come 
from the nation to see his fitther, and to know if h^was trel>, c» 
alive. When he came to the river opposite the fort, he hallod(^ 
His &ther wai8, at that instant, in ^l^ttA of delineating a map of 
the country and the watertf between the Shawanee towns and ^ 
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MisBigsippi, at our request, with chalk u^ the fio(»'. ^ He immedi- 
ately recognized the voice of hij| son, got up, went out, and answered 
him'. The young fellow crossed over, and they embraced each other 
in the niost tender and affectionate ihanner. The interpreter's wife, 
^ho had l)een a priso&er among the Indians, and had recently left 
them on hearing the uproar the next day^ and hearing the men 
threatening that they would kill th^Indians, for whom she retained 
muf!^ af^tion, nui to their cabin and mibrmed them that the peoj^e 
were just coming to kill them; and that, because ihe Indians who 
killed Gilmore, had come with Elinipsico the day before. He utterly 
denied it^.d^s^ed that he knew nothing of them, and trembled ex- 
ceedingly. His fether encouraged him not to be afraid, for ths^ the 
Great Man above had sent him there to be killed and die with him. 
As the men advanced to the door, the Corn-stalk rose up and met 
them; they .fired upon him, and seven or eight butlets went through 
him.^ So fell the great Corn-stalk warrior, — ^whose name was be- 
stowed upon him by the consent of the nation, as their great s^ength 
and support. His son was shot dead, as he sat upm. a stool. The 
.Red-hawk made an attempt to go up the diimney, but was shot 
down^ The other Indian was shanofefully mangled, and I grieved to 
see him so long in the agonies of desiih. 

The C(N^-stalk, from personal appearance and many brave acts, 
was undoubtedly a hero. Had he been spared to live, I believe he 
would have been friendly to the American cause; for nothing could 
induce him to make the vi^it to the garrison at the critical time he 
did, but to communicate to them the temper and disposition <^ the 
Indians, and their design of taking plart with the Britkh. On the 
day 4ie T^as killed we held a council, at whioh he was pres^. His 
countenance was dejected ; and he made a speech, all of which seemed 
to indicate an honest and manly disposition. He acknowledged that 
he expected that he and his party would have to run with the stream, 
fylt that all the Indians on the lakes and northwardly, were joking 
the BrjMbh. He said that when he tetumed to the ShawafteetowM 
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after the battle at the Point, he called a coancil of Ihe nation to con* 
suit what was to be done, and upbraided them for their folly in not 
sufi^ing him to make* peace on the evening before the battle. — 
" What," said he, " will you do now? The Big Knife is* coming 
on\is, and we shall all be ^Uled. Now you .must fight* or we are 
undone." But no one ftiade an answer. He said, then let us kill all 
our women and children, and go^d fight till we die. But none would 
answer. At length he rose and struct his tomahawk in the post in 
the centre of the town house : " I'll go," said he, " and make peace ;" 
and then the warriors all grunted out ''ough,ough,ough," and run- 
ners were instantly des|J!h;ched to the Governor's armv to solkit a 
peaq^ and the interposition of the Governor on their behalf. 

When he made his speech in council with us, he seemed to be im- 
^'essed with an awfiil premonition of his approaching fateg for he 
repeatedly said, " When I was a young man and went to war, I 

thought that might be the last time, and I would return no mOTe. 

• - * • 

Now I am here amongst you; you may kill me if you please; I can 

die but once; and it is all one to me, now or anoth^ time." This 

declaration concluded every sentence of his speech. He was killed 

about one hour after bur council. ^ 

A few days after this catastrophe General Hand arrived, but had 
no troops. We were discharged, and returned home a short time 
before Christmas. Not long after we left the garrison a small party 
of Indians appeared near the fort, and Lieutenant Moore was ordered, 
with a party^ to pursue them. Their 4^.sign was to retaliate the 
murder of Corn-stalk. Moore had not pursued one-quarter of a 
mile until he fell, into an ambuscade and was .killed, with several of, 
his'mefi. . • . * 

The next year, 1778, in the month of May, a small party of In- 
diana again appeared near the garrison, aiid show^ themselves and 
decamped apparently In great terror. But the garrison was a^tare 
of their seducticm, and no one was ordered to pursue them. Finding 
that theif scheme was not likely to succeed, their whole aHhy rose 
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up at once and showed themselves^ extending across fix>m the hgnk 

of the Ohio to the bank of the Kenawha, and commenced firing upon 

the garrison, but witfiout effect, for several hours. At length one 

of Ihem had the presumption to advance so near the fort as to request ' 

the favor of being permitted to com^ in, to which Captaiir M'Kee 

granted his assent, and the stranger very composedly walke(t u^T 

Captam Arbuckle was then absent, on a v^it in Greenbrier, to his 

family. During the time the strange gentleman. was in the fort, a 

gun went off in the fort, by accident. The Indian^\^ithout, raised' 

a hideous yell, supposing the fellow was kiAled ; but he instantly 

jumped up into one of the bastions and showed himself, giving the . 

sign that all was well, and reconciled his friends. Finding that th^ 

coul4 make no impression upon the garrison, they concluded to come 

on to Greenbrier ; and collecting all the cattle about the garrison, 

*for provision on their march, set off up the Kenawha, in great mili- 

• 
tary parade^ to finish their campaign and take vengeance on us for 

the death of Corn-stalk. Captain M'Kee perceiving their^design, - 
by the route they were pursuing, despatched Philip Hammond and 
John Prior after them, with orders^ if possible to pass them undis- 
covered, and to give the inhabitants notice of their approach. This 
hazardous service they pei formed with great fidelity. The Indians 
had two day^^tart of them, but they pursued With such, speed and 
diligence, that they overtook and passed the Indians at the house of 
WiUiannVI'Clung, at the Meadows, about twenty miles from Lewis- 
burg. It was in the evening of the day, and M'Clung's family had 
previously removed farther in amongst the inhabitants for safety, as 
they were the frontier family on the way to Point Pleasant. At this 
place Hammond and Prior had a fiill view of the Indians, as they 
walked upo^ a rising ground between' the house and the barn, and 
appeared to b^ viewing the great meadows lying in jsight of the 
house. Hammond and Prior were in the meadows, concealed' by 
the« weeds, and had a full view of their whole party undiscovered, 
and calcalated their numbers at about two hundred warriors. Having 
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paired the Indians^ they came on in great speedy to Cdonel Doii'-^ 
naUy 's, and gave the alarm of the jipproach of the Indians. Ckilonel 
Donnally lost no time to collect in all his nearest neighbors that ni^t, 
and 0ent a- servant to my house to inform me. Before day about 
twenty men^ including Hammond and Prior^ were collected at Don* 
- nall^'s, and they had the advantage of a stockade ibrt around and 
adjoining the house. There was a -number of women and children, 
making in Ml about sixty persons in thelnMise. On the next day 
they kept a godd look-out, in momentary expectation of the enemy. 
Colonel Saaiuel {jewis was at m}^K>use when* Donnally 's servant 
came with the intelligence; anfl we lost no time in alarming the 
Mople, and to collect as many men for defence, as we could get at 
Camp Union all the next day. But all were busy ; some flying 
with their families to the inward settlements^ and others securing 
their property,— so that in the course of the day, we had not collected 
near one hundred men. On the following day we sent out two scouts 
to Donftally's, very early in the morning, who soon returned with 
intelligence ^t the fort was attacked.. The *«couts had got within 
one mile, and heard the guns firing briskly. We determined to 
give all the aid we could to the besieged, and every man who was 
willing tb go was paraded. They amounted to sixty -eight in all^ 
including Ccdonel Lewis, Captain Arbuckle, and my^)f. We drew 
near Donnally 's house about two o'clock P. M. but heard no firing. 
For the sake of expedition we had left the road for a nArer way, 
vrhich led to the back side c^the house, and thus escaped falling. into 
an ambuscade, placed on the road same distance firom the house^ 
which might hnve been fatal (P lus^ being greatly inferior to the 
enemy in numbers. We soon discovered Indians, behind trees in a 
rye-field,. looking earnestly at the hoiise. Charles Gatliff and | 
fired upcm them, when we saw others running in the rye^near where 
they stood. We all ran dircQtly to the fort. The people, on hearing 
ihe guns on the back side of the house, supposed that it was another 
INirty of Indians, and all were at the port hsAes leac^ to fire n^ us ; 
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but some discovering that we were their friends, opened the piie, 
and we all got m safe. One man only, was shot through his clothes. 

When we got into the fort, we found that there were only four 
men killed. Two of them who were coming to the fort, fell mto the 
midst c^ the Indians, and were killed. A servant of Donnally's was 
killed early in the morning on the first attack ; and one man was 
killed in a bastion in the fort. The Indians had commenced their 
attack about daylight in the morning, when the people were all in bed, 
except Philip Hammond and an old negro. The house formed one 
part of the fort, and was double, the kitchen making one end of the 
house> and there Hammond and the negro were. A hogshead of 
water was placed against the door. The enemy had laid down their 
guns at a stable, about fifty yards fi*om the house, and made their 
attacks with tomahawks and war clubs. Hammond and the negro 
held the door till they were splitting it with their tomahawks : they 
suddenly let the door open, and Hammond killed the Indian oa the 
threshold, who was splitting the door. The negro had a musket 
charged with swan shot, and was jumping about in liie floor asking 
Hammond where he should shoot? Hammond bade him fire away 
amongst them; for the yard was crowded, as thick as they could 
stand. Dick fired away, and I believe, with good effect ; for a war 
club lay in the yard with a swan shot in it. Dick is now upwards 
of eighty years old, has long been abandoned by his' master, as also 
his wife, as aged as himself, and they have made out to support their 
miserable existence, many years past, by their own endeavors. This 
is the negro to whom our assembly, at its last session, refused to 
grant a small pension to support the short remainder of his wretched 
days, which must soon end, although his humble petition was sup- 
ported by certificates of the most respectable men in the county, 
of his meritorious service on this occasion, which saved the lives of 
many citizens then in the house. 

The firing of Hammond and Dick awakened the people in the 
other end of the house, and up stairs, where the chief of the men 
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wert lying. They soon fired out of the windows on the Indians 
so briskly^ that when we got to the hit, seventeen of them lay dead 
in the yard, one of whom was a boy about fiileen or sixteen years 
old— Us body was so torn by the bullets that a man might haye run 
his arm through him, yet he lired almost all day, and made a moirf; 
lamentable cry. The Indians called tojiim to go into the house. 

After dark, a fellow drew near to the ibrt and called out in en^ish 
that he wanted to make peace. We invited him in to consult on the 
terms, but he declined oiu: civility. They departed that night, ailer 
dragging eight of their slain out of the yard; but we never after- 
wards found where they buried them. They visited Greenbrier but 
twice afterwards, and then in very small parties, one of which kill- 
ed a man and his wife, of the name of Munday, and wounded Oapt. 
Samuel McOlung. The last person killed was Thomas Griffith, — 
his son was taken, but going down the Kenawha, they were pursued, 
one of the Indians was frilled, and the boy was relieved, which end- 
ed our wars in Greenbrier with the Indians, in the year 1780. 

[Signed,] JOHN STUART. 

The above is a correct copy from the original, in my possession, 
with idight variations of orthography and punctuati(m. 1 do not 
know at what date it was written. 

CH: A. STUART. 

Jbmuffy 14(^, 1888. 



[Oc3- Although the following letter from Charles A. Stuart, 
Esq. respecting the preceding narrative — ^was not designed for pub- 
lication, the standing committee, have considered it expedient to in- 
sert it, — and for so doing trust to the writer's indulgence.] 

January 15th, 1833. 

Dear Sir, 

I, yesterday, sent to your brother to be forwarded, the copy of 
my father's narrative, which I, some time ago, promised to supply, at 
your request for Gen. Brodnax. There may be, and I think proba- 
bly are, some historical inaccuracies in it, in respect to transactions, 
at a distance from the scene of his own experience and observation. 
I say *^ probably are," because there are some slight discrepancies 
between his statements and those of €ren. Marshall's history, touch- 
ing the same incidents. The latter is doubtless, founded upon Gen. 
Washington's relation of the facts, who, from his situation, may 
readily be supposed to be more accurately informed than Gen. Lew- 
is was. But, be this as it may, my father's narrative of such details 
is, unquestionably, as he received them from Gen. Lewis ; and as lit- 
tle question can there be, that the latter related them precisely as 
he apprehended them. 

As to the facts stated as within the observation of the narrator 
himself^ his station, his character, and the traditions still current 
throughout the region of their occurrence, abundantly sustain them. 
Indeed, the modesty with which the narrative proceeds, pretermitting 
numerous amusing anecdotes which he used to i^late to his acquain- 
tances and with which I have often known him and his old associates 
to recreate themselves, is strong internal evidence, at least to me, of 
the scrupulous care with which he has related this history of his ex- 
perience. 
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It will be obvious^ from the texture of the narrative^ that he was 
uneducated and unaccustomed to indite history. 

Lapse of time^ and lapse of life are &st extinguishing the tradi- 
tions 



"Of most disastrous chances, 



** Of moving accidents, by flood and field ; 
"Of hair-breadth scapes," — 

and all the hazards of IxHrder life and fixmtier adventure. Yet many 
of those traditions might yet be rescued from total extinguishment. 
There are still living a number of old (they are now very old) per- 
sons who would love to 



-"Speak of some distressful stroke 



That (their) youth suffered."— 

I cannot now recall many to my remembrance; but I recollect Mr. 
Wm. Arbuckle on Kenawha, who I believe is still living, and Mrs. 
Erskine of Monroe, who saw and heard much, and like all others, 
in the advance of years, would doubtless, dilate with pleasujre^ upon 
the reminiscences of youth. 

Your friend, 

CH. A. STUART. 
To Thomas Jsfferson Stuart, Esq. 
JRichmond, Virginia. 



GRACE SHEBl¥OOD'S TRIAL 

FOR WITCHORAFT9 

In 1705, in Princess Jlime Qyu/nfyy Vtrginia. 



PBIBSENTBD BT 

To the Virginia Historical and Philosophical Sodeiyf 
On the 4th of Febbuabt, 1833. 



Bellb Farh> October Ist^ 1832. 
Sir, 

I have just received the^ enclosed record of the trial of Grace 
Sherwood, before the county court of Princess Anne, for witch- 
craft, — ^which I forward, in compliance with the promise I made 
when I had the pleasure of seeing you in Gloucester last spring . — 
it is a- curious document, and proves that the belief in witchcraft 
was not confined to New England — it may also serve to throw some 
light on the state of society which existed in Virginia at the period 
the txansaction occurred. 

My impression is, that the record sent me by the clerk is imper- 
fect^ and that an order was m^de, subsequent to that of the 10th 
July, 1706, directing Grace Sherwood to be sent on to the general 
court, for further trial : — ^if any proceedings were there had, the re- 
cords of that court will show them. 

With sentiments of respect, 

I remain your obedient servant, 

ARCHD. TAYLOR. 
To Pbbsidbnt Gushing, 
Of Hampden Sidney ChUege, 



.• •% 
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« ' • . * •. ^ . . " 

. ' * RECORI> OF f HB •* * **. * 

"■■" •••<•« .» . 

.■ • . , •, ■ ... .•■.-■. 

• •»«. •• •• 

• • In lia^, Prineesis Anne JDoimiyf * * 



• 



•. • * • • • • 



• . ■ * . * ■ ■ • ■ • 






^^ ^ Princess j^tme- 83. . * * , *** t .• * 

■ • 

•. • Ata6ourth6Cdye.-^»of Jainy>47tf|p/Geni: .' • • 

. • -^ Mr. Bjeno Burro: €<flk): Mogeley, Mr. John Cor- • 

• • ■■' ■ i * ■ • . > * "^ - ., ^ . . • .* 

. nick Capt: Hancook^ Oapt: Chapman - . ' * 

• • * - ' . • '^ • ^ ' Justices. 

• • ■ - ■• *■*•■•■••■■ • ♦• J ' 

"• " Whereas Lukd HiUft'uxcnc "Somd Grace Sherwood to thi Court • 

•^ -in suspffion of wilri)prafl & she^jilng to (^eat it is there%*e prdr. ". • 

yi: att&hmf to ye: Sherr do Issue to attaeL hex bddy^ ahgT. y«. 8^* . • •' '* 

• ^of» nextrQQutt. ' . -^ • •; . • ^ ' *^ . '^ 

■^ 1 • •■ * • . • - 






Prmcess j^nm s^ •' • 

■ ,, ' f At a Coii'rt held.ye. 6th: ffibbry: 170| p: tjseiit. 

, C«la. Moseley, Cpllo. AdaCi Thof rofrgo<5d Capt: ' . 
■ * ' - • .* Chayman, C^i. flancoeke- Mr. John CJormck, ,' "• 

^» * . Mr. Richasoa. 'Came late . -. • . -" 

-. ^ . *.'.'. Justi&s ^ - • • 

• Suitff &>r st^s/)i^wm >f .Witchcraft brought Tby tiuke Hill agt: • . 
Grace SlJerWodd is ordin ^;be ref^r illj to morio: * ^ ^« 

" • JO • • . -^v! - • * ♦% • •." 



• • , - • A . . . • ■ 



♦. 



. •• 
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Princes^ jJnuuis: ... 

^' *• . 'i * 'AVjfCcmrtJieldye: Tth'ffebiy. 170|V C^ent. 
.• T CoWo: M oseley Left: Collo: •TBorrt>wgcDd Mr. 

• John .RidiasAi^-Mr^ John Cornicf^ Capt Chap- 

• • * " *# * •. * . * 

, • - \ man, Capt: Hancock • *• - . * "' . • 

/ Whereas*%C(5mplt: was brought dgt: Grace Sherwood upai ^tn- 

• 'pUim of witc)icraft bjr Liike Hill &c.^ ye: n^attet being after k* 
, * lorfjg time debated'& ordr. 'yt: ye: sd,- Hill pay all fe^ of this Cmijplt: 

. • • . . & yt* ye: sd. Grace* be^here next Court to be Searched according4o 
■^ ^ ' yeT Cbjoipltf by a Jury oSf women -to decide ye: sd: DifferTv gnd ye. • 
* Sherr: is (likewise ordf: to.som an able Jury accordingly. 
• *• • - . * *.• 

Prinoesa Jhm 88. - *•..**•• * * • -. • 

•/ . * •:* .*- .. -' At a Courtheldye. 7th March 170| Od:. Ed-. 

"Vfard Mosele]L Lieut: Adam Thorrowgood/Ms^. -. 
• •' • . • Henftr^ra.t-^aptn: 'Horatio Woodhouse^ Mr. 

. . * .^ John'Comick Capt: Henry Chapman/Mr. Wm 

i ■. • , •; Smith. M^-JhoRichasonCaptn.tG^. Hendcpck 

. ^ •. • . • * •• • ^ . • • .' • Justices 

* . Wlfereas a CAibphiint Jiavp B^n Hb ^^*t>u^ Court by l^ike ifill 

& his wife y t- one Grace Shen^bocf 6f ye. County; was ietnd li^ve been ; 
*• * *;a Jong^tliie sivpec^ed of Witchery & hav6 been as suc£ represent 

« » * whereforeye. ShW. aiye. Iastboiirtwas^dr;soipa7ux^ofwo|siett 

« *, \) ye. Cmirt to ^erch her cm yev^sd. suspicion she. assenting tS ye.> 

'WQ^~~'i^<^ ^^^ y^* Jury .was impanii^lted and s^rh & sentoift to 

\ make du'eLinquirery & inspection .into all cercumstanced after 41 iha*- ' 

tur^ consideration they.bying in yr. verdilt,*^were.<^ ytf . Jury have 

.• *. ser&th: Grjioe SheiXood & \&ye lound twp things like* tUta- ^ih: 

» • _ ■ ■ • • 

^ *\ sexeraU othfer-fi|K)t\fh^Elizai. Bam^Si forewoman^ Sarah ^orrs^ 
Margt..Watkins, Hannah Z^tmis, Saraji Croodaerd, Blary Biffgess^ 
^ . \ Sarah' Sergeant, Winiford Davis/ UrsulA^'Penly^AenlBn^ 



Exable.WapUes--4M[ar3r Gotlc.- . 



•^ 



M ^ 



^ lb V . .. •' • • 

... • 

• ' . • - • . .. « 

M a courf held ye. 2nd. May 1706 * Present Mr. Jno. Richa- * 

" • * ■ *•• '" • 

«on« M&j. Hem^eySpr^t Itfr- John Cdrnick, *Capt: fienry Chap- 
i&an^ Mr. Wn^ Smyth Justices ^ •• , * • ' • 

Whereas ii fdrmer Complt;* was b|*ought agt* Grace Sherwood |b# 
si«3i£lcK)n of Witchg*aft, wth: by y^.'attomy GSijli: report to hia 
' JEHxcly. in CoiufdF was to Qenerall .& not <^arghig. her wifli any 
. pe4iculiu^ ast theroibre represented to yetn: yt. Frinoess Ann Coilrti* • 
might if -^ey thought fitt hs^e her examih^ de novo ^ ye.« Court 
.. being of. opinion yt. there is^ ^^t caus§ of suspicion doe therefose * 
. oa*dn ytl^ye. Sherr. ta^e ye. said Qrace intp his safe 'oqstody until! 
* • •phe shall j^ve bond £e security ^r her appearance to ye. next Court 

• to*'bei examined Pe novo & yt. ye. Cons4alx)e of yt. pr sinkt goe 

• . * • *1 • ' - * . • * ♦ .' . * 

'• * with y6. Sherr: & serch ye. said £rrac^8*ho)ise^ all -suapicioMsplaeetf*. 

cdi^^y for all Jmages & such like thiagiTas rc^j^^ wa:^ §trengtH- 

,' •^on the suspicion & it is liho^ise orderedVt. ye. Sherr: som an cj^le 

* ffiiry'of women fdso al( evidences as -cann f^ve in ^uiy4hi|ig M; her 

,' ii»evi(]pnce in behalf of our $<^x!e]:eigiv<*Lady ye. Qeen to i\t.te|id ye. * 
next Court a<^r(Sngly.' • - ,• . ,. • • : * *• 

, 'At a-Co'urt held ye. .Cith! Jui^ 17QJ. .Present" * ' 
«* * * • „^ • *'*.•• ' • ♦ 

Mr. Jno. Ricmy^on : ^?Lpt .Hoiraitia Woodhousg,* , 

• ^,v .^ .• ^ Mf. John Coraiek/t!apttleiM7 Ql&ppiui,X7i^ti . 
*♦ ,. •. . 1^^ Smith. C{U)t: Geo: Hancock * - 

.•*.-'*.:* • •'• 0* Justiceer r* 

-* • Whtereas^Orace Sherwood, of ye.'Qpunly have been Conptained. 
\ ' of as ^person stlspected of vfiSchtivS^ & piJw being broudit hylbre . 
• ^ . this CkHurt in Cbie: for examinacoi;^ ye. have therefore requested^Mr. 
^ * Maxmt: BonsKto present iig^brmacoiLagt her ^ui Cpuncill ih bekalf . * 

-, * of Qur sovereign la^ ye.- Qeen irf ord^r to hei* being brought; to a • . 

* • . • - ■ . 

• regulaSrtriall. ;;.*>'» * - •'. /* •• . 

• 7 ■ " * ^ • ' ' 

^ Vbewis an Iiifojniation ih ^ehalf ofher »fag^. wajjgtesent^ by •; 
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, ' LukfTHifi taye.'€o&/l;m.pufsuaoce fo* Mt/ Qenell.-.Attey's TTfen- 
soiK report ^ his JExcellcy: ordr. in*<Cf«unciU ye. -ICth Aprill last- 

. . ^ about GVace ^l^emoocT l^ein^ suspected of "Witchcwft hare there-, 
^pon sWom ^everaU eiudences«agt. her hy wth: U cJoth very likely 



appear. 



Princds piM ^ 



* • At a Court held the Tth: of June llfbe. Mr. 

* ■* • ■ 

. . • • . « Jno.'*llichasoii, >f{gr^ Henry Spratt^r. John • 

• '. 'Comick, Gaptn: fJhapmai^ Captn^ Wm.Srfyth, 

• , • - Capt: Geo: Bancogk , . / * • • • 

. . *•'.*• •- *• Justice^ " • 

• ^ . ;. "Whereas atthe last Court an^wdr. was*past yt: ye. ^herf- sbonld , 
sommons aq 'abj^» Jury of l^omen -to sergh Grace. Sherrwood^drf 
. suspicion jf ivitbhcraft wch; although ^. same was performed by' ■ 
je. ^err: y^ thejr jeftiiild, and did not appear it iS therefore Ordr. * 
^ yt. ye, same persons be agaih "somcCjby ye. Sherr: for their conteid^t . 

♦ . fo be^ dtait wth>«icoor&ig to ye. utmost severity of ye. law, & 
'7^ \new Jury of Women be by hSh «)md..*to appear n^t Coiflt to . 

serch her on, ye. aforesd. suspicion. & yt. He likadse som jail evi- 

• \4^nceayt. he shftpi)e informed ^of as mat^rall >.ye. CgmpTaint & 
. .;^t. She continue in ye. Sl^err: C^tody unless she giye good bond 

^H security for her appearante at ye. next Court and yt. jhe ]5e. of 
^ • good behahrjour towards her M^tjT &t all her.leidge people in y^. ' 
•••meantime. - • ^. V^ ," * !.■••■• 

■ PM4:es9 -^ne ss *"..;" , • ' - ^, . 

' . . ■ •.•*•■■.'• ■.•■." • 

\' ^ ; ^ '^^^ a Court held ye. 6t^ July Anno DopS: 1706.' 

* " * . Present* 'Mr Jno Richason/Captn. J^o Mosefey 

Captfli. laemry Chapmaiij-Captn Wm* Smytji 



• • 



.* ^ . • '• .• ^ Justices 

• • WJiere^for this^^erall Court^ye. bussiness be#een Luke'tfUl • 
. & Grace SUiirwood on isuspicion of Witchcriaft hav* been for several! . 






-I 



tk&ss omitted p^Ehicularly for want of a Ju^ to serdi her 8c ye. 

Court being doubtfull that they should not* get onft ytf.*OouHA 

* • ' * * 

being willing to ^ave al^ means possible trf ed eiiher fo acjiiiit her or • 

to giire more strei^th to jre. suspicion .yt she might be d^aJtwit^ as 

desenred therefore II wa^Ordt. yt ys. daybyhetown consent to 

be tryed in y#7*water by dircl^g^ b\it ye. weatiier being very Tainy . 

& bad soe y t pdbsibly it might*Qn<}anget her health it is ^etefoce 

<wdr. yt ye, Sheir: request ye. J^urtic^ p,e< essvly toapp^.on 

« ••- . •-, 

Wednessday next by tenn of ye. Clock at yerXkyirt-house & yt he 

** * •*• •*.*. 

'secure th^ body of ye. sd. ^rf£e-tiil ye. tune tot>eTorthcomnig yn. . * 

i . "• ■♦-. * ''■ 

fo be dealt wth.- as aforead. . •• • '. -» •_ . . 



-. « • 






_ » 



Prmcesa-jfnn 88 •' *-• • • . . . . • . 

* •• •-..• •* 

* -'^ ,. -AtaCourtheldye. 10th:*Julyi7(fc. Preset: . 

•<?&: Moseley, Captft Moselejr Capt Woodhc^Usei • 

• ^ Mr, Johh: Comitk, Capt Chapman Capt: Wm 

■ -• • " , • * 

•^ " ^ &mylh— -Mr Richason--came^t^-- 

• •• • ..•'•■ "* 

• .* * ;• ,• *. .* ** Justices • 

• . . , , " ■ . . . • ", '■ 

.' . Whereas Grace Sherrwood being suspected of Witchcraft haVe a 

• long time'^waitAl for a ffit upportunity ffor a fi^orther examlnacon &^ . . 

- by her Jbonsent & approbacoi| of y^. Cmirt it is ordr. yt ye. Sherm ■ 

take all such convenient q/ssustance of boats ic men as shall 4)e by. * 
_ '• * • • ■ » * " • 

hifb thought^ffit to meet at Jno. Harpers plaiAacoSi In cH^e: to ti^e *. 

• \ ye. sd.* Grace forthwith & M!t^ her into above "hians debth & try her . 

how 9he'swim8 therein, alwayesliaving Care of h^r lijfe to pe.serye kei* 

- fix>mr'drownine& aa s6on 9s she comies out y t he recfuestas many an-f. • . 
* ti^nt & knowing women as.possible he cann to' serch her careiuUy for • . 

* ' aH teats, Spott6& marks .abouTt her body tot usuaUpn^ther?&yt.aJ9 
ihey find ye. 8ame4o make-report on ocfth to ye. tnAlT thereof" to ye. 
Court fc* fiflrther it is oofdik yt'som women* be requested to shift & ' 
^ «lercb her before she goe into ye. water jt she carry nothing )|bput * 
her to cause any further serspiekm. * 
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' (Same Day & only one order Ji^etween the abofb order &' the M- 

• ". •••",• •• ''. 

* lowing.* Uc#*I 'suppose ihe .Court which was* then held* at the Ferry 

• • • • * •" 

• **Jno. IlEirper's plantation". & About jone, mile ftontt witoh duck, 

* * V*** . *' . . 
went to see'ihis oeremcmy Of Vial maite^. Olk:^ , 

• • •.■.:••. 

Whereas on complaint of^ Lute HUJ ift beh^f of hei Magesty yt 
** • . . * • . 

now isagt: Grace SherrWbod'for.ar person suspected of ^withcraft & 
*•.* ."• *•, 

faa\iqg had sundey: eyj^enpQs swqrne agt;iier prorihgmany cercum- • 

stances^ which sha could npt makp any e'xcuse or little or nothing ^^ , 

• .* • ■•*. • **• 

to say in herT)w1& l;mhalf only seemed to rely on wt' ye. Court should' 

•* • " • • _ ■- * • ■ _ . 

di^ & thereupon consented to be^tryed in^e.* water & likewise t6 

• be serched againe ^th.^ experlmts: beifig tryed STshe swinyhg Wn. 
therein '& baund contrary to custom & ye. ^udgist of all the specta- 
tors. & afterwards 'being serclysd by ffive anti^t w^fmtmi who iiaye 

. • &U declared on path ft. she is not life • ym; nor iice other woman> y t ; 
fliey knew of havmg two things like titts on. her }n>iyate fwttts'of a 
Black ooUer be|nj^ blacker yri: fe: -rest of .her body all wth: cerculn- • 
. stance ye. Court weighing in .their consideracon doe .therefore o|:dr. 
yt. ye. Sherr:.take ye. sd. Grace mto his costody j^tojcomitlier . *. 
"., *body to ye. common Jpd of this \}()mitytheV to secure hf* by i^8 » 

• w otherwise there to remain tillr*such time as he shall'be othefv^ise 

• • . < • .J. . V ■■ ■ \^ ■ • • 

- directed in ordr. for her coming to ye. common goal of ye:- CouA^y 
.,* to ie brought to tfffWtoB ttyidl there. . ' . . * * ' 

• [Copy] •;* *J..J.«trRRotGHs;a 

; . *: • * Pfs, j^nm-Comt^ Chrk's Qffiee, 15 Sept 1^. 



♦ • 



NOTE. The copy pif the ilec^ ip the above cai^, ae^n^s ^ 

• have beSi made out with gret^t care by tiife clerk, ^he ortiiqgia:^ 

«' ■ . • • • ' « •' • 

phy, abbreviatidns, and.otl\0r peculiarities of cku^ot^r^ have been 
•* ' preaerved in .type with as- much accuracy iis'p06sible;.«till^jn &pme 

^ few instances, it has been.4bund di£iGult*jto decypher the cq>y. * ^ 

"•*'"■•'• -^ ■ ••-'■• , ' ^ 

■ ■.••■ •.. •. •*• *. ■• *_, 
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A XI9.T OF i>6K4TIpNIS' . 



TO'lfejES" 



/•. ^ Virgmia Hiatorieal and Philoe^phical Society, 
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A lABT OF DONATIONS 



TO THE 



Virginia Historical ani Philosophical Society, 



1. A manuscript memoir of Indian wars and other occurrences^ in 
Western Virginia^ before, the commencement and during the 
American revolution. By the late Col. John Stuart^ pf Green- 
brier. Presented by Greneral Brodnax^ in behalf of ChA>les A. 

* Stuart, Esq. of Augusta. 

2. An authentic record, certified by the clerk" of Princess Anne 
county, of the trial of a female in 1705, for witchcraft. Commu- 
nicated by Archibald Taylor, Esq. 

8. Specimens of chrystailized gypsum found on the &rm of Edmund 
' Iluffin, Esq. of Prince Greorge, and presented by him. 

4. Specimeifi of various ores, gypsum, &c. — and of native wild 

m 

cherry, found in Wythe and adjoining counties. Presented by 
Charles L. Crockett, Esq. 

5. Specimens of native iron and copper ore. Presented by Samuel 
M'Camant, Esq. of Grayson. 



Description of the specimens forwarded by Charles L, Crockett , Esq. 
extracted from Ms letter to the Idbrarian. 

m 

m . 

''No. 1. Mixed metal— princip^ly lead; No. 2 accompanies it — 
is foiAd about four feet below the sur^U^e; No. 1 about Airtee: 
«• 11 
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abundant — ^Tazewell county. No. 3 — no analysis attempted — sup- 
posed to contain zinc — abundant. Nos. 4 and 5, two varieties of lead 
ore. No. 6, copper ore, abundant, — No. 8 accompanies it No. 9, 

native iron — taken from a* lump of ten or twelve pounds found, in 

• 

Grayson county*; smaller pieces have been found 'at the same place. 
No. 10, Quartz, found in the copper mines of this county, (Wythe) 
— many large and beautiful specimens to be had. No. 11, Gypsum 
— Smythe county — inexhaustible. No. 12. Prurms CerasuM VxT' 
giniu, (native wild cherry^ — that you may see we are independent 
truly, in the cabinet line, — ^yet much use is made of mahogany by 
our workmen. The specimen is from the fork of the tree— of course 
more variegated than the main trunk. We have, also, in great 
abyndancf, the juglans nigra, or black walnut, much esteemed by 
many Ibr furniture.'* 

The following dmiations have been received since the February 
meeting: 

1. R^K>rt on the geology of Massachusetts. Parti. Withacobred 
engraving. Presented by Charles J. Faulkner^ Esq. 

2. Original a^per plates — ^from whwh the state papei^ currency of 
* the revolution was struck. Presented by I^r* NorbcM*ne Norton. 

3. Petrified shells. Presented by Jndge •Lewk Smrnnerd^ of Ke- 
nawha. 
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Charles James Fatdkner, of Berkeley. 
Archibald Bryce, Jr. of Goochland. 
George 0. Dromgoole, of Brunswick. 
James M'Dowell, Jr. of Rockbridge. 
Hugh Nelson, of Albemarle. 
Crenend John H. Cocke, of Fluyanna. 
Edmund Ritffin, of Prince George. 
Joseph S. Watkins, o( Goochland. 
Thomas W. Gilmer, of Albemarle. 
Nathl. E. Venable, of Prince Edwawl. 
Andrew Beime, of Monroe. 
James Bruce, of Hali&x. 
Samuel M^Camant, of Grayson. 
Alexander G. Knox, of Mecklenburg; 
Daniel F. Slaughter, of Culpepeif 
Harman Hin^,^f Pendleton. 
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Jdm T. Street, <^ Lunenburg. 

Wm. F. Pendleton, of King and Queen. 

Greneral Jaqueline B. Harrie, of Richmond city. 



Thomas Nel8on> 


do. 


John H. Pleasants, 


do. 


John Harvie Price, 


do. 


John Forbes, 


do. 


Dr. Migrtin Burion, 


do. 


Dr. Richard A. Carrington, 


do. 


Dr. James Beale, 


. do. 


David Briggs, 


do. 


Jacob flail, ^ 


do. 


Robert C. Nicholas, 


,do. 


Robert Burton, 


do. 


Wheat(Hi Bradisb, 


do. 


Merit M. Robinson, 


do. 


Joseph Jackson, 


do. 
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Rowland Reynolds, 


• do. 


John S. Myers, 


da 



(&(Q>sr^sKsr^3« 



Page 
Prefece, --.----• ^- 3 

Constitution Virginia Historical and Philosophical Society, 7 

Presidoit Cushing's Address, _-•-_- 9 

Memoir of Indian Wars, *- - - - - -85 

Grace Sherwood's Trial for Witchcraft, - - - - 69 

List of Donations, ------- 79 

List of Officers and Members, ----- 33 



\ 



^# 



■*' » 



N 



•y 



< 



ALDERIHAN UBRART 

The return of this book is due on the date 
indicated below 



DUE 




DUE 



Usually books are lent out for two weeks, but 
there are exceptions and the borrower should 
note carefully the date stamped above. Fines 
are charged for over-due books at the rate of 
five cents a day; for reserved books there are 
special rates and regulations. Books must be 
presented at the desk if renewal is desired. 

L- 1-7672044 



"0 

m 

CD 

rn 

J3 






Ocz 



"JO 



C/5 

m 

>o 

-5 



m 



I is 




